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MISSION STATEMENT:

Branches partners with families to
build educational and financial
assets, community and hope.

GET INVOLVED:

If you would like to know more
about how to donate and/or
volunteer, please contact us at:

(305) 442-8306
info@branchesfl.org
Follow us @branchesfl

OOONO

Miguel Ferniza as a child in Homestead,
Florida.

A Message from the CEO

Serve, Love & Repeat

Dear Friends,

Summer Shade Camp at our 3 sites is buzzing with over 450
children learning and growing every day! But years before
‘Summer Shade’ when our service to the community was but a
fraction of what it is today, we relied on volunteers, for example .
to drive the couple dozen kids on field trips during the summer. Those volunteers
served with love and intention just like we continue to do today.

One hot summer morning back in the 1990’s, the Branches’ volunteers were
discussing that not everyone had a reliable car and there would not be enough space
for all the children. One boy, Miguel Ferniza, was listening to that conversation and in
his heart dreamed that one day he would donate money and help Branches in order
to help kids like himself.

Miguel did not forget and in fact made it a part of his personal mission to be able to
one day give back and make an impact. This past year, he made an incredibly
generous $45,000 gift so that we could expand the shade system over the entire
Branches Florida City playground. Wow?!

Of course there is much more to this story all of which is covered in the video from our
2026 Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala. Scan the QR code below to watch Miguel’s story.

It is a privilege to serve and love children and families each day and over the years and
decades. It is a remarkable gift to see the goodness that comes from this service. | am
grateful to each of YOU for the creative and consistent ways you make love real in the
lives of children and families through Branches!

With Hope & Gratitude,

Brent McLaughlin
President & CEO

Scan the QR code to
watch his story

Miguel Ferniza (2" from left) and his family at Brache’
2026 Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala.
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Cutting with Miguel Ferniza and his family.

Miguel (bak left) as a Branches student
in Florida City.




Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala

Branches celebrates its first $1 Million Dollar Gala!

On Saturday, May 2, 2026, at the JW Marriott Marquis Miami, Branches celebrated its 24th
Annual Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala and achieved a historic milestone, its first million-dollar
gala. More than 650 guests stepped into an enchanted forest and enjoyed a magical evening
under the stars. This sold-out event brought together local philanthropists, business leaders,
and community partners for a night where generosity blossomed.

This year’s Gala was led by Philanthropic Chairs Trish and Dan Bell and Gala Chairs Leah and > - 1 2
Phillip Sylvester. Trish and Dan Bell also generously provided a dollar-for-dollar matching B 1 1 &,
grant for all gifts made during the evening’s appeal, doubling the impact of every donation.  Fi. \ g ‘.
A highlight of the evening was the presentation of the 2026 Trish & Dan Bell Community : : e

. . . . Gala Chairs Leah & Phillip Sylvester, Branches’
Empowerment Award to Dr. Jose L. Dotres, Superintendent of Miami-Dade County Public President & CEO, Brent McLaughlin and
Schools, in recognition of his leadership and commitment to expanding opportunities for Philanthropic Chairs Trish & Dan Bell
students and families throughout our community.

The Gala supported the critical services Branches provides to more than 15,000 individuals
each year. These programs include daily after-school enrichment, tutoring, and college and
career preparation for more than 550 students, along with financial coaching, micro-business
support, free tax preparation, and emergency assistance for thousands of adults. Through
the generosity of our supporters, Branches can continue partnering with families to build 7 Sy
educational and financial assets, strengthen community, and inspire hope. Every dollar é g !

raised helps us build brighter futures for children, adults, and families across South Florida. EduardoBE)inguez& Board Member Nidia Ruiz
with Erbi Blanco True & Alex True

B | ¥ A = |
President & CEO, Brent McLaughlin, Dr. Jose L. Dotres, Andrei Savtchenko, Brittnie Bassant, Laurie Jennings George Marakas, Pat McEnany & Shawn Blandine
Superintendent of Miami-Dade County Public Schools & Josh Salman

and Trish & Dan Bell !
Top Sponsors of Branches’ Black Tie &

Blue Jeans Gala and Auction included:

Premier Sponsor Platinum Sponsors

Trish & Dan Bell Aetna Better Health of Florida
! Banesco

Presenting Sponsor

Kathy & Bob Kowalski

Angeliki SRR arakas Kate Inman & Daniel Haines

Z 7 ; S Shining Star Sponsors JPMorgan Chase
Branches 2026 Black ie & Blue Jeans Gala Committee Art Access Miami Reglons
Catalyst Pharmaceuticals UnitedHealthcare
Himan Brown Charitable Trust THANK YOU to all our generous

sponsors for their incredible support!

Diamond Sponsors

Kathy & Scott Howard g L
.. Scan the QR code

Leah & Phillip Sylvester o el L Gala

Wells Fargo Recap video!

= 2 e = = Please visit branchesfl.org/2026gala to learn more.

Branches students celebrating its first ever $1 Million Dollar Gala!
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https://branchesfl.org/2026gala/

Branches’ Happennings

Branches’ Youth have a memorable spring break camp and Micro-Businesses Program launches new Al workshops

“Pressed yet not crushed” Branches’ Oasis Spring Break Camp

' ! | This spring, nearly 300 middle and high school students, staff, and volunteers from Branches
¥ traveled to Warren W. Willis United Methodist Camp in Leesburg, FL for our annual Oasis Spring
Break Camp. Centered around the theme “Pressed Not Crushed,” the week encouraged
students to see life's pressures as opportunities for God to strengthen their faith, build their
character, and reveal His purpose.

Between kayaking, sailing, fishing, zip lining, go-karts, and team games, students enjoyed an

. —= unforgettable week of adventure and connection. Through Worshlp, personal testlmonles and
small group discussions, they explored real-life challenges such as academic
pressure, relationships, anxiety, and uncertainty about the future while learning
that God remains faithful through every season.

A special addition this year was the presence of licensed Mental Health Therapist
Shenicah Tulloch, who provided training for our team and support for students
throughout the week. As Shenicah shared, “Mental health wellness enriches every
part of our lives,” helping reinforce the importance of caring for emotional,
psychological and spiritual well-being.

This impactful experience would not have been possible without the generous
support of Trish and Dan Bell. Thank you for helping create a space where students
can grow in faith, build meaningful relationships, and discover that with God, they
can be pressed, but not crushed.

Micro-Business launches new Gen Al Workshops for Small Business Participants

The business landscape is changing rapidly, and Branches’ Micro-Business Program is helping
local entrepreneurs stay ahead of the curve. Through an exciting partnership with the Barry
University Al Center, participants are gaining practical knowledge and hands-on experience with
artificial intelligence tools designed to help small businesses operate more efficiently.

This year, entrepreneurs have participated in a series of monthly GENAI workshops, innovation
labs, and collaborative learning experiences focused on applying Al in real-world business
settings. Participants receive individualized support from Barry University students who work
directly with business owners to explore solutions, test ideas, and strengthen their operations.

For many entrepreneurs, the program represents a full-circle opportunity to learn and grow.
Michele Tirado, a Branches Micro-Business Program participant and Founder of Bellezza Miami,
shared, "The foundation Branches provided is what made everything I've built possible. Being
able to share what I've learned with others on the same path means everything."

This innovative work would not be possible without the support of our valued partners and
funders. We are especially grateful to Barry University for its collaboration and to JPMorganChase
for its transformational investment in preparing small business owners for the opportunities and
challenges of an Al-driven economy.

THANK YOU to all our Trish & Dan Bell « Angeliki & George Marakas « Himan Brown
Charitable Trust « Internal Revenue Service « Miami-Dade

generous donors for supporting County HCD « The Batchelor Foundation, Inc. « The Children's

Branches’ programs! Trust « United Way Miami « Volunteer Florida « Catalyst
Pharmaceuticals « Daniel Lewis & Valerie Dillon « JPMorgan
Chase Foundation « Kathy & Scott Howard « Leah & Phillip
Sylvester « Miami-Dade County - OMB Grants Coordination «
Ocean Reef Community Foundation «

All other donors from the current Fiscal Year
(1/16/2026 - 6/19/2026) are listed at
branchesfl.org/our-stories under Newsletters
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!

Listincludes contributions received by Branches from January 16, 2026 to June 19, 2026. If you sent a contribution
during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

$100,000 and up

Trish & Dan Bell

Angeliki & George Marakas
Himan Brown Charitable Trust
Internal Revenue Service
Miami-Dade County HCD

The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.
The Children's Trust

The Templeton Family Foundation
United Way Miami

Volunteer Florida

Between $30,000 and $99,999

Catalyst Pharmaceuticals

Daniel Lewis & Valerie Dillon

JPMorgan Chase Foundation

Kathy & Scott Howard

Leah & Phillip Sylvester

Miami-Dade County - OMB Grants
Coordination

Ocean Reef Community Foundation

The Protestant Congregation of Ocean

Reef, Inc.

Between $10,000 and $29,999
Aetna Better Health of Florida
Annie & Tom Tannehill
Anonymous

Banesco USA

BankUnited

The Becerra Garcia Family Fund
Bradesco Bank

City National Bank of Florida
Danielle & Anthony Caravetta
David John Smith

First Bank

First Horizon

FIU Foundation

Heide & Jose Dans

Heidi & Peter Fioretti

Huizenga Family Foundation
The Hug Family Fund

Jesse Steere

The Jose Milton Foundation
Kate Inman & Daniel Haines
Kathy & Bob Kowalski

Laurie Boehm Huseby

Lennar Foundation

North Dade Medical Foundation
Regions Bank

South Miami Hospital

TD Charitable Foundation
The Tonkinson Foundation
Unity on the Bay

US Century Bank

Wells Fargo Bank

WHA Design

Between $5,000 and $9,999

All In Xpress LLC

Amerant Bank

Aramark

Barbara & Edward D Deppman

BB Americas Bank

Brent McLaughlin

Citi Community Development

Coastal Construction

Comcast NBCUniversal

Cumming Group

Davies

Desiree Fernandez & Spencer
Winlaw

Diane Cruz

FedEx

First UMC Coral Gables & The
Growing Place Early Childhood
Center

Florida Annual Conference UMC

Florida Power & Light

Goya Foods of Florida

Greater Miami Youth for Christ, Inc.

Humana, Inc.

Intermedia Touch

Jeanette Stone

Jeannette & Remy Dou

Kristi House

MARH Foundation

Mark Ferrer & Hayden

Miami Dade County Public Schools
Foundation

Moore & Wigand Charitable Fund

Nicole Toro & Jeremy Wilson

Northwestern Mutual - Aventura

Pacific National Bank

Publix Super Markets, Inc.

Royal Caribbean Group

St. John's On The Lake

Tina & Robert Furniss-Roe

The Villamil Family Endowment Fund

Between $1,000 and $4,999
Alberto Milo Jr.

Allen Morris Company
Ana Marquez

Anne & Pat Gallagher
Branches UMC

Chris & David Lane
Christopher Brady

Clark Spurrier

Crowe, LLP

Darrell Windle & Dave Samber
Dave Lawrence

Doris Yamilet Ramos

E. A. Sheslow Philanthropic Fund
Eduardo Frias

The Efron Foundation
Elena Carpenter

FAF Real Estate, LLC

First Church Miami

Gladys & William Duquette
Hanai Sablich

Heidi Wigand & Jim Moore
Impact Deposits Corp
Isabelle & Russell Pike
Jean-Pierre Bado

Jennifer & John Archer
Joane Jasmin

Kary Cummins

Kayla Hernandez

Keeley Himmelreich
Keshad Johnson

Kevin Grace

Kim & Daniel Armstrong
Kim & Ray Torres

Laurie & Fabian Kahn
Leivys & Jesus Socorro
Libby Witherspoon

Lucy Nunez

Marile & Jorge Luis Lopez
Marsh McLennan Agency
Marshall Sampson

Melissa & Kenneth White
Melody Velez

The Miami Foundation
Milam's Markets

Missy & James Elmore Morgan Il
Noel & James Daluise
Philip M. Reagan

Rene Rodriguez
Rosamaria Garcia
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!

List includes contributions received by Branches from January 16, 2026 to June 19, 2026. If you sent a contribution
during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Between $1,000 and $4,999
Shelley Daniel Rutherford
Touching Miami With Love
Viventa, LLC

William Burdette

Between $500 and $999

Abdel Karim

Alejandro Chomat

Amber Seidle-Lazo

Ana VeigaMilton

Rev. Audrey Blaine Warren

Barbara & John Baron

Bishop Tom Berlin

Carrie & Amory Bodin

Corrie & Phil Hillary

Dan Mulligan

Denise & Jimmy Flanigan

Elizabeth Bennett

Eros Escobar

Giraldo Leyva

Glenda & Jonathan Bowman

Jeanmarie Mahecha

Jennifer & Gerald Grant Jr.

Kristine Goldberg

Laurie Jennings

Manya & Bob Lowman

Margaret Cross

Mary Ann Cruz

Melody & Omar Martin

Hon. Judge Migna Sanchez -Llorens

Montserrat Garrido

Morris and Anita Broad Philanthropic
Fund

Paul Bauch

Paula Barrera-Scheer

Rita & Ron Magill

Romitza Miralles

Sarah & Christopher Reilly

Stefanos Makrymichalos

Sushi Maki

Tanya & Chad Yager

Terri Shikany

Thomas Matkov

Travel by Design, Inc.

UB Recovery

Wendy Gayle Lapidus

William Bieler

Between $200 and $499
Adolfo Zeledon

Advanced Pastoral Leadership (St.

Philip's UMC)
Aislynn Thomas-McDonald
Amaka Amalu
Ana & Axel Rizo
Andrea & Danny Moreno
Andrew Lemke
Andrew Velo-Arias
Anthony Baurichter
Avi Witz
Barbara L. Romani Carroll
Brian Barroso
Carlos Cruz-Casas
Carlos Delgado
Carolina Wright
The Children's Voice Chorus
Christina & TJ Villamil
David Burney
David James
Defyist Corporation
Derrell Williams
Donald Alan Baker
Ed Rubinoff
Eileen Ball Mehta
Ellen Berger
Elliott Newman
Enmanuel Aleman
Everett Sheslow
Florencia & Fernando Olivera
Geraldo Marcelin
Gerardo and Lourdes Rodriguez
Hugo Mantilla
lan Shapiro
Jane Noppenberg
Jessica Gregoire-Lavin
Joan Fleischman
Johanna M. Ralsten-Cox
Dr. Jose L. Dotres
Jose Velasco
Judy & Jonah Pruitt Il
Kerly Cortez
Laurie Kaye Davis
Lisa & Jeffrey Parker
Luis Dotres
Mari & Humberto Comellas
Mary & Jeffrey Wright
Maureen Graham
Nelson Hidalgo

Nicholas Baurichter

Nidia Ruiz & Eduardo Dominguez
Octavio Santurio

Patti & Rick Morgan

Peytyn & Jim Tobin

Plantation UMC

The Related Philanthropic Foundation
Renee Schafer

Richard Alfonso

Robert I. Hatfield

Robert Penafiel

Selen & Andrew Turner

Smilka Melgoza

Sonia Cordova

Tara Templeton

Tom Carney & Janet Copeland
Vincent Cosomano

Viviana & Leo Gonzalez

Wynn & Michael Byrne

Yvonne Johnson

Up to $199

Adam Lotterman
Agron & Kele Perry
Alena Shaw

Alexa Gomez
Alexander Jimenez
Alfredo Rodriguez
Alison Loases
Alyssa Bantle
Amanda Altman
Amanda Soto

Ana & Alex Noda
Ana Castilla

Ana Jones

Ana Marie Cain
Ana Rodriguez
Angela Kozlowski
Angelica Ledesma
Angelina Reyes Galindo
Anielka Castro
Anne Lord
Antonella & Alberto Lopez
Arleen Cruz

Arlene Rodriguez
Audrey Otero
Augusta Neal
Barbara Moller
Beatriz Cairo
Benigno Mendez




Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!

Listincludes contributions received by Branches from January 16, 2026 to June 19, 2026. If you sent a contribution
during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Up to $199 continued
Betty Shoaf

Beverly Fray

Blake Murphy

Blas Elias

Brian Pattison

Brian Reas

Carlos Lamourtte
Carmelo Stanco

Carol Ann Casey

Carol Oberholtzer
Carolina & Joey Armas
Caroline Wilhelms
Charlotte Marathinsson
Chelsea & Nathan Mandler
Chris Dacek

Christine Clifford
Claudia A. Grillo

Cris Hodson

Cristina Ojeda

Daily Dose Of Yah

David Benson

Deanna Poshard
Deborah S. Klem
Deborah Spiegelman
Denise Fernandez
Destiny Davis

Diana Rizikow Venturini
Diane Barrett

Dig the Land, LLC
Dipika & Navin Mirpuri
Doreen & Leon Reitnauer
The Ebbert Family Fund
Eddie Dominguez
Edwin Lebron

Elena Santana

Eliseo Serdan

Ellos Global, LLC

Eloisa Arias

Emeli Aguirre

Emily Webman Salzer
Emily Weems

Erbi Blanco-True

Eric Jeters

Eric Salzer

Erica Mohan

Esteban Gonzalez
Estee & Andres Paulino
Esther Bixby

First UMC Homestead Women
Flor Franco

Florribelle Pantry

Francisco Silva

Fredricka Walker

Gail & Dr. Avelino Pinon

GFD Design Group

Gil Fernandez

Gloria Romero Roses

Haley Karl

Henry Casado

Himler Bazile

Holly Woodbury

lancarlo Arispe

Ida Pattison

Imelda Chavez

Isabel Fernandez

Isayda del Pino Gonzalez

Ismael Ferniza

Ivan Varela

Jacqueline Lorber

James Christopher

Jamie Sutta

Jasmin Grant

Javier Fernandez

Jean Alfred

Jeannie Vilato

Jen Cuellar

Jen Grant

Jenna Hostetler

Jennifer & Alexander Olmedo-
Rodriguez

Jennifer Ramirez

Jess Williams

Jessica Judge

Jessica Lancaster

Jim Williams

Joaquin Pinasco

Jody & Tom Verrengia

Jorge Borges

Jorge Bruna

Jorge Gonzalez

Jorge Lorente

Jorge Maklouf

Jorge Sibila

Jose Cespedes

Jose G. Anderico Garcia

Jose Guadalupe Manuel

Jose Menjivar

Jose Zurita

Joyce & Richard Newman

Juancarlo Lopez

Rev. Juan del Hierro & Tom Gantt

Julie & Jonathan Oberdick
Julie Bergman

Julimar Soto

Julio Espinoza

Kadie Black

Kalhan Raina

Kara Hamilton-Nelson
Kassandra Villalobos
Katherine & Bennett Feldman
Lalita & Dar Airan

Lauren Kaufman

Leah Utset

Lee Lennon & Luis Amaral de Freitas
Lee Metz

Leo A. Alexander

Linda Lecht

Lisa Shourds

Lourdes M. De La Mata Little
Lourdes Ruiz

Luis Mongerat Hernandez
Luisa Rebecca Abella
Mandarin UMC

Margaret Roles

Maria Claudia Savage
Maria Diaz Kremer

Maria Zerquera

Marian Smith

Marie Montes

Mark Weinberg

Martina De Bayle

Martine Daceus

Mary Donworth

Mary Richards

Matt Copeland

Matthew Hill

Mauren Kaufmann

Max Gauthier

Memorial UMC

Mia DeVane

Michael Bueno

Michael Garcia

Michael O'Driscoll
Michael Pasek

Michelle Johnson
Michelle Varas

Mochee Stojanovic

Molly Birkholm & Aric Kurzman
Monica Pardo

Morgan Midyette

Natalia Almeida

Natasha Makrymichalos
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!

Listincludes contributions received by Branches from January 16, 2026 to June 19, 2026. If you sent a contribution
during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Up to $199 continued
Nathalie Jaspar

Nelsia King

Nerissa & Michael Aleman
Nicole Ashley Harris
Noreen Legault Mendoza
Norma Jean Abraham
Norma Pacheco

Odalis Ismail

Otega Ojukwu

Sherlain Stevens
Patricia & James Gibson
Patricia I. Williams
Patricia Seitz

Patrick Eber Eichholtz
Paul Schneider

Paulson Cherilus

Peter Quirk

Philip K. Stoddard
Rachel Zingaro

Raluca C. Kotowski

The Rajni Agarwal and Sons, Rahul and

Shalin Fund
Raquel Watters
Ricardo Alberty
Richard Gardner
Robert Fernandez
Rocio Martinez
Roger Gold
Romero's Painting Solutions
Rosario Lozada
Ruth & Roger Paz
Ryanne Santurio
Sandra Castro
Raquel Watters
Ricardo Alberty
Richard Gardner
Robert Fernandez
Rocio Martinez
Roger Gold
Romero's Painting Solutions
Rosario Lozada
Ruth & Roger Paz
Ryanne Santurio
Dr. Sally B. Philips
Sandra Castro
Sara Jean
Sheila Womble
Stephany Alvarez-Ventura
Stephen Ferrante
Sureyya Iscan

Tatyana Ni

Tess Templeton

The Card Cottage

Tracy Denis

Tracy Moore

Tricia Fernandez

Truist Financial Corporation
Valerie Gebhard

Valeska Ferrer

Vanessa Rucky

Whispering Pines Woman's Club
Wilson Aguilar Espinal
Winston Morales

Yerelin Checo

Gifts in Honor of
= Alex Flecha & Kim Torres from
Jamie Sutta
=  Andrew Velo-Arias from The
Related Philanthropic
Foundation
= Angeliki from Paula Barrera-
Scheer
= Branches Staff from:
= Amanda Altman
= Florencia & Fernando
Olivera
= Carmel from Mauren Kaufmann
= Carolina from Carolina Wright
= Cristina Miller from Jacqueline
Lorber
= Des from Jenna Hostetler
= Dr. Faisal A Fakih from FAF Real
Estate LLC
= Karen Hegler from Jeannie Vilato
= Kim Torres from:
= Advanced Pastoral
Leadership (St. Philip's
uMC)
= Rev. Audrey Blaine
Warren
= Lois Coleman from Carol
Oberholtzer
= Matt Hill from Sarah &
Christopher Reilly
= Pastor from Nelsia King
= Pastor Warren from lancarlo
Arispe
= Patti Morgan from Augusta Neal

Richemonde Israel from Mochee
Stojanovic
Branches South Miami from:

= | eah Utset

= Rosario Lozada

= Valerie Gebhard

= Noreen Legault Mendoza

= Jean Alfred

= Natalia Almeida
Trish & Dan Bell from:

= Lucy Nunez

= Jennifer & John Archer

= Joyce & Richard Newman
Wiktoria Brodzinska from David
Benson

Gifts in Memorial of
Agnes Daley from Pastor Sherlain
Stevens
Dieula Ketant from Defyist
Corporation
Francisco Ferniza from Ismael
Ferniza
Herb Parlato from Richard Gardner
John Reilly from Sarah &
Christopher Reilly
Josh Mauro from Noel & James
Daluise
Luis Bonachea from Alison Loases
Nancy Ventura from Stephany
Alvarez-Ventura
Rick Nelson from Kara Hamilton-
Nelson

Gifts in On Behalf of
CARE Court from Patricia Seitz
Laurel Woloszyn of The Miami
Foundation from Erica Mohan
Raymond James Charitable from
Diane Barrett

THANKYOU

FORYOUR

SUPPORT!
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