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If you would like to know more 
about how to donate and/or 
volunteer, please contact us at:

(305) 442-8306
info@branchesfl.org
Follow us @branchesfl

WHAT’S INSIDE

MISSION STATEMENT:

GET INVOLVED:

Winter 2026

With Hope & Gratitude,

Brent McLaughlin
President & CEO

Brent McLaughlin, Dan & Trish Bell, Dr. Jose L.
Dotres at Branches South Miami Open House
in October 2025. 

Branches’ college students at their annual Climb Higher
Christmas Party.

Branches’ Micro-Business Holiday Party and the 2025 
BE ONE Awardees alongside Branches’ President & CEO.

Branches’ youth excited about their new
merch: hoodies!!

Dear Friends,

We recently hosted two dozen executives from Capital One for 
a site visit at our Branches Lakeview campus. They were a very
receptive group and fully engaged in our presentation. We took
them by surprise however when we had some of our K and 1

In those moments, I feel a great sense of gratitude and even awe that we get to serve
in such a way that brings people together and deeply touches lives. As we closed out
2025, Branches created so much community and touched so many people in ways
that this space does not allow the telling of all the stories. 

Branches partners with families to
build educational and financial
assets, community and hope. students show up to hand out Valentine treats to say how much we loved and

appreciated them. They were blown away and there were even some tears! 

We celebrated our 25  anniversary of Thanksgiving Meals
with more than 1,100 volunteers preparing and delivering
nearly 6,500 meals across the community. Wow! And then
in December, we held our 10th year of Under the Tree Toy
Shops, where the parents of our students purchase
steeply discounted new toys for their children to have a
joyous Christmas together. 

th

If you have experienced any of this, you understand. If not, 
you are invited to come and be part of what’s next. Together, we are overcoming that
which divides people by building life-affirming relationships where all are valued and
loved. Thank YOU for being a part of the Branches family!



2

Branches’ 25th Annual Thanksgiving Meal Delivery
Branches celebrates 25 years of delivering Thanksgiving meals to the community!

This Thanksgiving marked a meaningful milestone for Branches as we celebrated the 25th Anniversary of
our Thanksgiving Meal Delivery program. With the support of more than 1,100 volunteers, we operated
out of 7 sites across Miami-Dade and Broward Counties to prepare and deliver nearly 6,500 complete
Thanksgiving meals to individuals and families in our community.

The day reflected both growth and continuity. Many volunteers have been part of this program for
decades, including several who have served since the very first Thanksgiving Meal Delivery 25 years ago.
Their continued commitment, alongside new volunteers experiencing the program for the first time,
created an atmosphere of pride, purpose, and shared responsibility.

Annie & Tom
Tannehill

Darrell Windle & Dave Samber

Thank you to our Premier Thanksgiving Day Sponsors 
 for their generous support and for making this special day possible:

Thank You to Banesco Bank, Baptist Health, Humana, LUXE Properties, The Redland Company,
The Tonkinson Foundation & UnitedHealthcare for serving as Thanksgiving Site Sponsors. Thank
you also to Aramark, David Smith, Intercredit Bank and Regions who served as Thanksgiving
Sponsors. Many thanks to our in-kind donors Branches United Methodist Church, GOYA Foods of
Florida, Peace United Methodist Church (UMC), Redland Community UMC, and United Way Miami
for their dedicated support. We are so thankful to all our partners for making this truly impactful
Meal Delivery a reality!

Palmer Trinity Private School, Aramark, Beta Tau UM, BNY Wealth, City National Bank of Florida,
Cornerstone Church, Florida City Elementary School, First United Methodist Church (UMC) of Coral
Gables, First Church Miami, JPMorganChase, Kendall UMC Preschool, Kia Central and South America,
Pradere Designer Workspaces, Regions Bank, Shops at Merrick Park, Somerset Academy South
Homestead, St John's on the Lake, UnitedHealthcare and Weber Gallagher.

A special THANK YOU to our incredible Food Drive Partners!

25  Anniversary Sponsors Darrell Windle th

& Dave Samber,  CEO Brent McLaughlin
and Rev. Juan del Hierro.

Volunteers at Branches Florida City.

Volunteers packing Thanksgiving meals at
Coral Gables Congregational United
Church of Christ.

At Branches, Thanksgiving is an opportunity to provide more than a meal, it is a chance to offer
consistency, care, and dignity to our neighbors. We are grateful to the volunteers, donors, and
partners who made this anniversary year possible. As we look ahead, we remain committed to
serving our community with the same dedication that has defined this program for 25 years. 

This milestone year also drew attention beyond our sites. Local news
outlets joined us throughout the day to document the scope of the
program and highlight the volunteers who make it possible, helping
bring greater awareness to the ongoing needs within our community.

Scan the QR
code to check

out the fun
photos and

recap video!

branchesfl.org/2025thanksgiving

http://branchesfl.org/2025thanksgiving/
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Branches’ 10  Annual Under The Tree Toy Shopsth

THANK YOU to all our 
generous donors for supporting

Branches’ programs!

This holiday season, Branches celebrated a special milestone as our
Under the Tree Toy Shops marked 10 years of spreading joy and
supporting families. What began nearly a decade ago as a simple 
idea has grown into a beloved holiday tradition, giving parents of our
students the opportunity to purchase brand-new toys at more than 
90% off, allowing them to choose meaningful gifts for their children.

Hosted across all three Branches sites, this year’s Toy Shops were
especially memorable as we welcomed families into our new South
Miami location for the very first time. This new home allowed us to
expand the experience while maintaining the warm, welcoming
atmosphere families have come to know. With festive music, holiday
treats, and volunteers on hand to wrap gifts, parents were able to shop
with confidence and pride as they prepared for Christmas morning.

In total, 227 families were served and over 2,000 toys filled the shelves
across our sites. In addition to toys, our youth received Branches-
branded merchandise they enjoy wearing throughout the year, along
with gift cards to some of their favorite stores.

Celebrating 10 years of the Under the Tree Toy Shops was a meaningful
reminder of how far this program has come. We are deeply grateful to
the donors and volunteers who make this tradition possible and
continue to support families during the holiday season. Visit
branchesfl.org/2025toyshops/ to relive the Christmas magic and watch
our recap video!

YOU helped over 200 Branches families make Christmas possible for their children and loved ones.

All other donors from the current Fiscal Year 
(9/21/25 - 1/16/2026) are listed at 

branchesfl.org/our-stories under Newsletters

Trish & Dan Bell • JPMorgan Chase Foundation • 
The Children's Trust • The Frederick A. DeLuca Foundation •
United Way Miami • Volunteer Florida • Comcast NBCUniversal
• Dade County Federal Credit Union • Awilda & Jorge Lopez •
Bradesco Bank • The Caravetta Heaven Helpers Foundation •
Denise & Charles Gonzalez • JASAM Foundation • Jocelyn
Watkins • Kelly Foundation • Linda Corey 

A special THANK YOU to our Toy Drive Partners!
Annie & Tom Tannehill, Bristol Towers, City National Bank of Florida, Emily & Kristopher Aungst, First Church Miami, First UMC of Coral
Gables & The Growing Place Early Childhood Center, Herbert Ammons Middle School, HOPE worldwide Miami, Kendall United
Methodist Church, Kia Center Central & South America, Miami Community Charter School , Miami Kids Magazine , Pacific National Bank,
Palmer Trinity Private School, Patti & Rick Morgan , PDC Technologies, Pradere Designer Workspaces, Regions Bank, Somerset City Arts
Conservatory , Texas Roadhouse, The Dan Le Batard Show with Stugotz, United Way Miami, The Randolph Family-Victoria, Jason, Jack &
Luke, as well as Weber Gallagher Simpson Stapleton Fires & Newby.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

https://branchesfl.org/2025toyshops/
http://www.branchesfl.org/ourstories


4

Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from September 21, 2025 to January 16, 2026. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

$100,000 and up
Trish & Dan Bell
JPMorgan Chase Foundation
The Children's Trust
The Frederick A. DeLuca Foundation
United Way Miami
Volunteer Florida

Between $30,000 and $99,999
Comcast NBCUniversal
Dade County Federal Credit Union
Shepard Broad Foundation
The Kirk Foundation

Between $10,000 and $29,999
Awilda & Jorge Lopez
Bradesco Bank
Danielle & Anthony Caravetta
Denise & Charles Gonzalez
JASAM Foundation
Jocelyn Watkins
Kelly Foundation
Linda Corey
Miami-Dade County - OMB Grants 

Coordination
Motorsports Charities, Inc. d/b/a 

The NASCAR Foundation
National Association for Latino 

Community Asset Builders (NALCAB)
Publix Super Markets Charities
Rebecca & Carleton Prothro
The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.
The Darrell R. Windle Charitable Fund
The Templeton Family Foundation
The Wilder Foundation
Unity on the Bay

Between $5,000 and $9,999
Aetna Better Health of Florida
Angel Alvarez
Annie & Tom Tannehill
Anonymous
Bank OZK
BankUnited
BB Americas Bank
Catalyst Pharmaceuticals
Citi Community Development
City National Bank of Florida
Desiree Fernandez & Spencer Winlaw
First Bank

Florida Blue
Green Family Foundation
Humana, Inc.
Kathy & Bob Kowalski
Law Offices of Alan Goldfarb, PA
Manny Becerra
Mari & Humberto Comellas
Miami Vineyard Community Church
Molina Healthcare of Florida, Inc.
Sandy Milledge
Simply Healthcare Plans, Inc.
The Redland Company, Inc.
Villa Family Foundation

Between $1,000 and $4,999
Amerant Bank
Aramark
Calder Casino
Chris & David Lane
David John Smith
Florida Power & Light
Holly Zickler
Impact Deposits Corp
Intercredit Bank
Jared Kircher
Jeannette & Remy Dou
Kary Cummins
Kathleen Bands
Kathy & Scott Howard
Lucille Zanghi & James Dow
LUXE Properties
Milam's Markets
Missy & James Elmore Morgan III
Molly & Charles Baumberger
Office of Commissioner Raquel 

Regalado
Ortega Construction Company
Regions Bank
Robin & Steve Houlberg
Sandra Sterling Charitable Fund
Shirley Encarnacion
South Miami Hospital
St. John's On The Lake
The Evensky and Katz Charitable Fund
The Miami Foundation
The Tonkinson Foundation
VITAS Healthcare

Between $500 and $999
AT&T
CBIZ
Dede Cadieux

Isabelle & Russell Pike
Joane Jasmin
Juneau Construction Company
Kathryn & Philip Carroll
Larry W. Ross
Maurice's Jewelers, Inc
PEO Chapter A
Rev. Vidalis Lopez
Ruth Perez Kim
Sharyn & Robert Ladner
Teresa & Edward Ferrarone

Between $200 and $499
Anthony DeAngelis
Barbara & Edward D. Deppman
Beta Tau
Ed Soto
Elisburg Family Foundation
First UMC Homestead Women
Helmut & Miriam Jockel
Isabel Fernandez
Janine Barzyk
Jaqueline & Alan Richards
Kim & Ray Torres
Margaret Cox
Margaret Cross
Mariana Furchi Sly
Mark Butler
Mary M. Spencer
Melisa Lorenzo
Memorial UMC
Meredith Tims
Nicole Toro & Jeremy Wilson
Plantation UMC Women
Rhonda Ballard Hardin
Richard & Patricia Alger
Shannon Kearns
The Rajni Agarwal and Sons, Rahul and 

Shalin Fund
The Related Philanthropic Foundation
Tomy & Jack Edwards
Travel by Design, Inc.
Virgin VanderVlugt

Up to $199
Adriana N. Matos Flecha
Alex Flecha & Ray Gonzalez
Alice Pirchesky
Alison Loases
Amanda Ashby Huggins
Amber & Joseph Bowden
Amy Smith
Ana Gonzalez
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from September 21, 2026 to January 16, 2026. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Up to $199 continued
Ana Jerez
Angelina Acevedo
Annabelle Flecha
Arkayla Suber
Bernardino Gonzalez Vasquez
Berthena & Alvin Bullard
Bessy Katrina Espinosa
Betty Shoaf
BNY Wealth
Brianna Chang
Bronwen Rutter
Carmen Rossmore
Carol & Joseph Hawks
Cathy P. Moore
CBT Technology Institute
Charlotte Smiley
Chelsea & Nathan Mandler
Claudia A. Grillo
Corina Dekker
Cynthia & William Van Gundy
Diane Hogan
Donald Schmidt
Dorothy M. Moor
Ekaterina Kudryasheva
Elida Yolany Casco Gonzales
Elizabeth De Leon
Emilio Vazquez
Emily Rolling
Etta & David Jardine
Florribelle Pantry
Francine & Raymond Francis
Franklin Guzman
Gabi Grogan
Gianni Echeverria
Gladys Wallace
Gloria Romero Roses
Hanai Sablich
Heather English
Imelda Chavez
Isayda del Pino Gonzalez
James Diener
James Robinson
Jeannette Ramirez
Jennifer Selva Perez
Jennifer Singerman
Jessi Kaplan
Jessica Reyes
Joanne Croix
Jody & Tom Verrengia
Johanna M. Ralsten-Cox
Jorge Guillen
Josh Lauriston

Juan Arango
Judith Pauline Neil
Julimar Soto
Karen & Jonathan Hegler
Karen & Wayne Sutton
Karen Poshard
Kathy Williams
Katia Castillo
Kelly Foreman
Kelly King Horne
Kevin Flashey
Khadijah Logan
Lance Laverdure
Lara Hickox
Lauren Bitar
Laurie & Fabian Kahn
Leila Eck
Leslie & Mikey Atelus
Linda Burton
Lisa LeSueur
Louby Sumlar
Luis Pagan
MARH Foundation
Maria Pimentel Avila
Maria Zerquera
Marie Elmer
Maritza Gonzalez
Marlin Ebbert
Marwa Hamdy
Mary Karshis
Mary Susan & Philip Ward
Matthew Hill
Miguel Palacios
Nancy & George H. Davis
Nancy & Thomas Sawallis
Nidia Ruiz & Eduardo Dominguez
Patsy & Al Merritt
Paul & Cathy Barry
Pedro Bonilla
Pierre Flores
Plantation UMC
Priscila Assis Machado
Priyanka Chopra
Raquel & Darryl Hickey
Raquel Escobar
Renee Schafer
Rev. Betty Batey
Robert l Hatfield
Rudy Tabares
Sachelle Durand
Sam Skogstad III
Sarah & Christopher Reilly
Sarah Alcide

Sarah Combs
Seth Carlson
Shantel Leon
Sheilah Clarke-Ekong
Stephen Ferrante
U Really Care
Valeria Kubliy
Vannie Fisher
Victor Antunez
Whispering Pines Woman's Club
Willis Mui
Yaneyry Rincon
Yaninna Aldana
Yardhouse
Yesenia Franqui
Yolany Yamilet Sagastume Sabillon

Gifts in Honor of
 Brianna, Sean, and Addie from Jared 

Kircher
 Carine Olson from Cathy P. Moore
 Charles Zale from James Diener
 Citlali Ayala from Willis Mui
 Ed Deppman from James Robinson
 Jim & Norrie Merritt from Patsy & Al 

Merritt
 Kai Perez from Jennifer Selva Perez
 Kim King Torres from Kelly King 

Horne
 Luna Karshis from Mary Karshis
 Megan Beddow from Johanna M. 

Ralsten-Cox
 P.E.O. Chapter A from Diane Hogan
 Peter and Marianne Kircher from 

Jared Kircher
 Roland & Sandy Robinson from Sam 

Skogstad III
 The Miller Family from Victor Antunez
 Tomy & Jack Edwards from Molly & 

Charles Baumberger
 Trish & Dan Bell from The Wilder 

Foundation
 Tyler, Justin, Austin, Bella, Michael, 

Marrisa from Paul & Cathy Barry

Gifts in Memorial of
 Leo from Alice Pirchesky
 David Shoaf from Amanda Ashby 

Huggins
 Nancy C. Sawallis from Nancy & 

Thomas Sawallis
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