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MISSION STATEMENT:

Branches partners with families to
build educational and financial
assets, community and hope.

GET INVOLVED:

If you would like to know more
about how to donate and/or
volunteer, please contact us at:

(305) 442-8306
info@branchesfl.org
Follow us @branchesfl
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Branches Climb students at a Financial
Education Training: Paystub Showdown at Citi
Bank’s new Tamiami location.

A Message from the CEO

It’s not just my job, it’s my joy!

Dear Friends,

Over 20 years ago, we hired a single youth to serve alongside
our staff providing summer day camp for children. We added
training and support to foster professional growth. It was the
beginning of our summer youth employment program and has
kept growing for two decades. In 2025, more than 40 Branches high school youth
were hired as ‘Summer Shade Camp Guides’. Each summer we invest tens of
thousands of dollars in our youth and the results have been transformational!

This program is much more than a summer job because our youth learn essential
leadership and life skills and realize they have much to contribute and give back.

One of our former Guides, Pedro Bonilla, has followed the path from Guide to
AmeriCorps member and now to full-time staff member at Branches. He is the team
leader of the Summer Shade Camp Guide program and shared about the impact of
serving as a youth at Branches:

“The Summer Shade Guide program transformed my life—it’s where | discovered my
passion to serve. Now, helping students prepare to lead is not just my job, it’s my joy,
because | know firsthand how powerful this experience can be in shaping their
future.”

Your support of Branches is an investment in these types of opportunities for youth
and young adults. Together we are creating brighter futures for those we serve!

With Hope & Gratitude,
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Brent McLaughlin
President & CEO
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Branches’ students interviewing for the Summer Shade
Camp Guide positions.

Students receiv thir brand new backpacks and school
supplies at Branches’ Back to School Night.
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Branches’ 9th Back to School Bash

Guests packed 550 backpacks full of supplies for Branches students!
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Kathy Howard, Amy Deem and Board Member, Susan Frishman, Miguel Luna, Brook Elkins, and Graydon Campbell, Carlos Lombo and Malik Berry of
Scott Howard Melody Velez of UnitedHealthcare Amazon

On August 6th, Branches hosted its 9th Annual Back to School Bash at the University of Miami’s Newman Alumni Center. This year’s
event was the most successful Bash yet, raising over $85,000 to support Branches’ students and families. More than 150 guests came
together for this “happy hour with a purpose,” enjoying food and drinks from local restaurants while packing over 550 backpacks
filled with essential school supplies for Branches students.

Guests enjoyed a night of networking, fun music, and delicious bites from restaurant partners including Café La Llave, Ciao Havana,
Diced, Half Moon Empanadas, Seasons 52, Sushi Maki, and three of Branches’ very own Micro-Business program participants; Big
Yard Restaurant, Get Your Roll On Ice Cream & Sir Vin Delights. Thanks to this incredible community effort, all of Branches’ children
and youth walked into school this year prepared, confident, and ready to learn.

We are deeply grateful to our generous sponsors and school supply drive partners who made this milestone possible. Thank you to
Alma Agency, Amazon, Annie & Tom Tannehill, BankUnited, The Dou Family, Miami Vineyard Church, The Templeton Family
Foundation and many more.

With their support, Branches’ families also received gift cards, new uniforms and special touches like fresh haircuts for students
ensuring a truly memorable start to the school year. Thank you for supporting our families!

THANKYOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS!
Gold Star Sponsors
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Please visit branchesfl.org/2025back2schoolbash
to learn more and see our photo album!
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https://branchesfl.org/2025back2schoolbash/

Branches Happenings

Summer Shade Camp and Branches BE ONE Business Summit & Expo!

Summer Shade Camp

This summer, hundreds of elementary students gathered across
our three Branches sites for our annual Summer Shade Camp,
and with this year’s Safari theme, it was truly an unforgettable
adventure! Throughout the weeks, our campers stepped away
from screens and routines to explore, learn, and grow. From art
projects and STEM challenges to soccer, music, and team-
building games, there was no shortage of laughter, discovery,
and excitement. But more than the activities, Summer Shade
provided a safe, supportive, and enriching space where children
stayed engaged, strengthened critical life skills, and built lasting
friendships under the bright Florida sun.

A highlight was the incredible Summer Shade Guides, 41 of our
Branches youth served as camp counselors across all sites. For
many, it was their very first job. With leadership training,
financial wellness coaching, and mentorship from our staff, they
gained confidence, developed strong work habits, and practiced
responsibility that will shape their futures far beyond camp. As
one camper shared, “Summer Shade is the best part of my year!
| loved learning, laughing, and making memories with my
friends. | can’t wait for next summer!”

Branches BE ONE Business Summit & Expo

This fall, Branches hosted the inaugural BE ONE Business Summit
& Expo in partnership with Barry University’s Al Center. This high-
energy gathering was designed to future-proof small businesses in
the age of Al. Over 100 entrepreneurs, community leaders, and
partners came together at the Betty T. Ferguson Recreational
Complex in Miami Gardens for a day of strategy, networking, and
innovation. With more than 16 expert speakers, the summit
tackled urgent topics such as The Al Tsunami: What You Must Know
Today, Late Adopters Beware: The Real Risk of Waiting, and
Developing an Al Strategy. Attendees gained practical insights,
tools, and resources to help them streamline operations, scale
their impact, and remain competitive in a rapidly evolving digital
economy. One participant shared, “I finally understand how to
apply Al at my pace”—a reflection of the event’s focus on
accessibility and real-world impact.

Through Branches’ Micro-Business Program, solopreneurs and
microenterprises are being equipped not only with technology but
also with the skills, connections, and confidence to thrive. This
summit marked a powerful extension of that mission, offering
clarity, community, and momentum for Miami’s entrepreneurs.
The day closed with a shared sense of purpose: that every small
business deserves a place in the future of innovation.
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Scan the QR code
to watch the
Branches’ BE ONE
Business Summit
& Expo Recap
Video!

THANKYOU to all our
generous donors for supporting
Branches’ programs!

All other donors from the current Fiscal Year
(6/21/25-9/21/25) are listed at
branchesfl.org/our-stories under Newsletters

Trish & Dan Bell « Citi Foundation « The Children's Trust
United Way Miami « Volunteer Florida « Bob W. Kelly «
JPMorgan Chase Bank « Peacock Foundation, Inc. « Internal
Revenue Service « The Miami Foundation « Aetna/CVS Health «
Bradesco Bank « Denise & Miguel Ferniza « Jacarlene
Foundation « Junior League of Miami « Miami-Dade County -
OMB Grants Coordination « Santander Bank US « The Ortega
Family Foundation « United Healthcare
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http://www.branchesfl.org/ourstories

Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!

List includes contributions received by Branches from June 21, 2025 to September 21, 2025. If you sent a contribution
during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

$100,000 and up

Trish & Dan Bell

Citi Foundation

Internal Revenue Service
The Children's Trust
United Way Miami
Volunteer Florida

Between $30,000 and $99,999
Bob W. Kelly

JPMorgan Chase Bank

Peacock Foundation, Inc.

The Miami Foundation

Between $10,000 and $29,999

Aetna/CVS Health

Anonymous

Bradesco Bank

Denise & Miguel Ferniza

Jacarlene Foundation

Junior League of Miami

Miami-Dade County - OMB Grants
Coordination

Santander Bank US

The Ortega Family Foundation

United Healthcare

Wells Fargo Bank

Between $5,000 and $9,999
Bean Automotive Group

Bilzin Sumberg

Cities for Financial Empowerment
First Church Miami

HSBC Bank USA, N.A.

Juneau Construction Company
Seacoast Bank

SouthState Bank

Stamps Family Charitable Foundation

The Boeing Company
Villa Family Foundation

Between $1,000 and $4,999
Aramark

Banesco USA

Branches UMC

Brent McLaughlin

Burger King Foundation

Dade County Federal Credit Union
David John Smith

Desiree Fernandez & Spencer Winlaw

First UMC Coral Gables & The Growing

Place Early Childhood Center
Florida Power & Light
Gabriele & Reinhard Benditte
Green Family Foundation
Kary Cummins
Kathy & Scott Howard
Luis F. Botero
Miami Vineyard Community Church
Ortega Construction Company
PAAST
PEO ChapterA
South Miami Hospital
St. Luke's United Methodist Church
Sunstate Bank
Tech Girl Power
The Kirk Foundation
The Templeton Family Foundation
The Tonkinson Foundation

Between $500 and $999

Evan & Margarita Lucash

Garcia Family Foundation
Humana, Inc.

Isabelle & Russell Pike

Missy & James Elmore Morgan ll|
Tina Furniss-Roe

Travel by Design, Inc.

Between $200 and $499
Blue Daisy Media

Daniel Bach

First Horizon

GFWC Coral Gables Women's Club
Julimar Soto

Kim & Ray Torres

Mary Ann Cruz

Matthew Hill

Nelson Hidalgo

Patricia Bryant
Perkins&Will

Pradere Designer Workspaces
Richard & Patricia Alger
Richard Alfonso

Rodney Bell

Sarah & Christopher Reilly
Self-Help

Shannon Kearns

Tiago Rachelson

Toshiba Financial Services

Up to $199
Aflac Worldwide HQ

Agron & Kele Perry
Aisha Mannings
Alberto Emonet

Alex Margolles
Alexandra Almanza
Allyson Conesa
Alondra Rios

Amaka Amalu-Anderson
Ambetter from Sunshine Health
Andres Diaz

Andrew Hyde
Angelina Castro
Angine Moss

Anie Da Silva

Anita & Jim Dyches
Ann Eldredge
Anthony Salcedo
Antonio Salum

Art Doronkin
Barbara Moller
Barbara Soliday
Bernadette Albury
Bobbi Meyers

Bryan Alarcon

Carl Erickson
Caroline Ellis
Christian Capon
Christian Gonzalez
Christopher Castillo
Claudia A. Grillo
Coastal Construction
Connie Migeot
Constantino Schwarz
Cornelius LeCounte
Cristian Bonilla
Cristina Eveillard
Cueto Engineering, LLC
Damion Jackson
Deirdre Chambliss
Diana Reyes

Donna Falana

Donna Rose

Dorothy Miranda

Dr. Denrich Everett
Dr. Marie Flore Lindor Latortue
Evens St. Louis
Fabiola Richardson
Felicita Sandoval
First UMC Homestead Women
Florribelle Pantry
Fredeline Lazare
Fredricka Walker
Gabriel Moyers
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!

List includes contributions received by Branches from June 21, 2025 to September 21, 2025. If you sent a contribution
during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Up to $199 continued

Gasline Dessources
Gena Grant

Gina Cell

Hanai Sablich
Heather Bertrand
Holly Dammann
Ila Jimenez
Imelda Chavez

Iria Garcia

Isabella Corona
Isaiah Gabriel
James Robinson
Javonnia Jackson
John Finley

Jorge Rodriguez
Juan Benitez
Kenneth McKenzie
Kim Dupont-Madinier
LaShon Toyer
Laurie A. Zapletal
Lee Lennon
Lisette Rosetta
Lourdes Cruz

Luis Pagan

Luis Viganego
Luisa Paladino

Mairlyn Lightbourn-Oshodi
Marcella Amoruso
Margarita Franco

Maria Portela

Maria Zerquera
Marianela Toledo

Marie Daniel Gateau
Marie Oseh

Marie Severe

Mario Millan

Marline Duroseau
Marsha Eloi

Marva Hill

Melissa Bennett
Memorial UMC

Mercy Arenas

Michelle Haast

Midlaine Pean

Miriam Carlota Sullivan
Nicholas Farinas

Nidia Ruiz & Eduardo Dominguez
Orley Martinez

Otega Ojukwu

Patricia & James Gibson
Patricia Edwards

Patti & Rick Morgan
Pilot Line

THANK
YOU!

Branches celebrated our Annual Back to
School Night with our families and students
and it was an absolute blast! Across all three
Branches sites, our Grow and Climb students
and their families came together to
celebrate the start of the school year and
pick out their brand-new backpacks filled
with everything they need to succeed!

Plantation UMC
Priscilla Blake
Regine Janvier
Rev Dr. Audrey Blaine Warren
Rolando De La Fuente
Sabine Dessources
Sam Ghanem
Sandra Cherisma
Selen Turner
Sergei Grant
Sheryl Chambers
Silvio Padilla
Sommer Curry
Sonice Prints LLC
South Miami Garden Club
Stanley Lloyd
Stefany Chavez
Subbarayan Pochi
Tameka Smith
Taquola Watkins
The House of Eli
Tracey Bowen
Vanessa C. Turnes
Yvethe Blackmore
Zack Smith
Gifts in Honor of
» Didi Cadieux from John Finley

Click Here to watch the

recap video!
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https://youtu.be/t0nWM_EWpH4?si=w9DNjQRuvIjwQLUL

Branches

Trish & Dan Bell Family
Empowerment Centers

11500 NW 12th Ave, Miami, FL 33168 | branchesfl.org
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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MEAL DELIVERY

This Thanksgiving (Thursday, November 27, 2025),
we’re going bigger than ever!

In celebration of our 25th Anniversary,

will prepare and deliver over 6,000 meals

to individuals and families in need across
Miami-Dade and Broward Counties.

Give Here!
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