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To serve, educate and inspire 
people through student, family 
and financial wellness services in
partnership with our communities.

If you would like to know more 
about how to donate and/or 
volunteer, please contact us at:

(305) 442-8306
info@branchesfl.org
Follow us @branchesfl

WHAT’S INSIDE 

MISSION STATEMENT:

GET INVOLVED:

Summer 2025

With Hope & Gratitude,

Brent McLaughlin
President & CEO

Branches’ Micro-Business participants receiving
laptops at the Empower Your Business: A SCORE
and Visa Small Business Resource Summit.

Branches’ President & CEO at the 2025 Bank On National
Conference in Washington D.C.

BankOn Miami Planning Meeting and Lunch.

Thank You Luncheon for VITA volunteers!

At Branches we have made it part of our overall mission to
initiate, support and lead partnership opportunities across our
community. 

As a result of many years of developing key partnerships that
make an impact, Branches is the proud leader of community-
wide coalitions such as Miami Tax Pros (free tax prep) and now
BankOn Miami!

One year ago, we assumed leadership of BankOn Miami in order to relaunch the
coalition. Together with more than two dozen financial institutions and non-profits
we are promoting access to safe, affordable bank and credit union accounts. These
certified accounts connect people to the financial mainstream creating
opportunities for financial security.

I had the privilege of attending the recent biennial Bank On National Conference in
Washington D.C. hosted by the CFE Fund (cfefund.org). It is amazing to see the
progress that has been made in just 10 years of work in this area. There are more than
100 coalitions across the nation and millions of new accounts are opened each year. 

Bank On certified accounts are an important component in creating pathways to
financial freedom. We look forward to expanding our coalition throughout South
Florida with new partnerships in both the government and non-profit sectors. 

Thank YOU for supporting Branches as we work to fulfill our vision that all families
thrive and achieve financial wellness! 
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Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala and Online Auction

Branches’ President & CEO Brent McLaughlin, 
Dr. Kimberly Green, Gala Chairs Leah & Phillip
Sylvester, Philanthropic Chairs Trish & Dan Bell

Branches, the Miami-based nonprofit committed to providing educational and financial
wellness programs to children and families across Miami-Dade County, hosted its highly
anticipated 2025 Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala and Auction on Saturday, April 26th at the JW
Marriott Marquis Miami. Guests were transported into a whimsical world of pure
imagination, complete with magical décor, flowing chocolate fountains, chocolate martinis
served by Oompa Loompas, and, of course, Golden Tickets! 

This year’s Gala was led by Philanthropic Chairs, Trish and Dan Bell, and Gala Chairs, 
Leah and Phillip Sylvester. Trish and Dan Bell also generously provided a dollar-for-dollar
matching grant for all gifts made during the evening’s appeal, doubling the impact of every
donation. A highlight of the evening was the presentation of the 2025 Trish & Dan Bell
Community Empowerment Award to Dr. Kimberly Green of the Green Family Foundation,
honoring her outstanding contributions to the South Florida community and beyond.

The Gala supported critical services that Branches provides to over 10,000 individuals.
These programs include daily after-school enrichment, tutoring, college and career
preparation for more than 550 students, along with financial coaching, micro-business
support, free tax preparation, and emergency assistance for thousands of adults. More than
600 guests attended the sold-out event, including local philanthropists, business leaders,
and community partners raising a record-breaking $862,000 to fuel Branches’ mission.

Scan the QR code to watch
our Gala Recap video!

Premier Sponsor                                                
Trish & Dan Bell

Presenting Sponsor
Angeliki & George Marakas          
                                   
Shining Star Sponsor                                                       
Himan Brown Charitable Trust

Diamond Sponsors
Kathy & Scott Howard
Leah & Phillip Sylvester

Platinum Sponsors       
Aetna Better Health of Florida
FIU Foundation
JPMorgan Chase
Kate Inman & Daniel Haines
Kathy & Bob Kowalski

Top Sponsors of Branches’ Black Tie & Blue
Jeans Gala and Auction included:

More than 600 guests and sponsors raised a record breaking $862,000 to help hardworking Miami 
families break the cycle of poverty.

Presenting Sponsors George & Angeliki Marakas

Branches 2025 Black Tie & Blue Jeans 
Gala Committee

Dan & Trish Bell with Maribel & Superintendent of
Miami-Dade County Public Schools Dr. Jose L. Dotres

Board Member Scott &
Kathy Howard

Scott & Karla Richey

Nyya Toussaint, Gepsie Metellus, Jairo Ontiveros,
Honoree Dr. Kimberly Green, Kathie Klarreich, and
Carl-Phillipe Juste

Board Member Jonathan & Sarah Barrios

Please visit branchesfl.org/2025gala to learn more.

THANK YOU to all our generous sponsors 
for their incredible support! 



3

Branches Happenings

THANK YOU to all our 
generous donors for supporting

Branches’ programs!

Oasis Spring Break Camp & A Look Into a Micro-Business Success Story!

This spring, nearly 400 middle school and high school students and staff from Branches
gathered at Warren W. Willis United Methodist Camp in Leesburg, FL for our annual Oasis
Spring Break Camp—and it was truly one for the books.

Throughout the week, our students had the chance to step away from everyday distractions
and reconnect with themselves, their peers, and God. From ziplining and canoeing to tag
football and fishing, there was no shortage of outdoor adventure under the Florida sun. But
more than just fun and games, this was a time for spiritual growth, reflection, and community.

Each day was filled with powerful moments of worship, small group discussions, and quiet
time in the Word. Our incredible team of teachers poured into the students, sharing God’s love
and reminding them of His presence in every season of life. One student shared “Oasis is the
best part of my year! I love being able to get away, have fun, and feel really close to God.
Everything about it is amazing—the people, the moments, the worship. I’m already counting
down the days until next year!”.

This unforgettable experience would not have been possible without the generous support of
Trish and Dan Bell. Thank you for helping make Oasis Spring Break Camp a place of joy,
transformation, and faith for so many.

All other donors from the current Fiscal Year 
(1/18/25 - 6/20/25) are listed at 

branchesfl.org/our-stories under Newsletters

Trish & Dan Bell • Angeliki & George Marakas • Himan Brown
Charitable Trust • Internal Revenue Service • Miami-Dade
County PHCD • The Batchelor Foundation, Inc. • The Children's
Trust • The Templeton Family Foundation • United Way Miami •
Volunteer Florida • Anonymous • Capital One Services, LLC •
Leah & Phillip Sylvester • Miami-Dade County - OMB Grants
Coordination • Molina Healthcare of Florida, Inc. •  Ocean Reef
Community Foundation • The Miami Foundation

Branches’ Micro-Business & BE ONE Program currently serves over 260 small businesses, and
Patricia Bryant is one of them. Known to many as the “Barrier Breaker”, Patricia is on a mission
to help others push past obstacles and step into their full potential. As the founder of Breaking
Down Barriers A.S.A.P., LLC, Patricia has built a thriving life coaching and consulting business
focused on transformation. Whether she’s working with individuals, families, or organizations,
her goal remains the same: to empower people to discover their strengths, define their
purpose, and move forward with confidence.

When Patricia joined the Branches’ Micro-Business Program, she came with a clear vision and a
heart to serve. With support from the program, she deepened her coaching expertise,
strengthened the foundation of her business, and gained tools to expand her reach and impact.

“Branches has poured into my purpose so much that the overflow has resulted in Breaking
Down Barriers A.S.A.P. becoming more than a coaching service—it has become a leadership
movement transforming lives by shifting mindsets, building resilience, and equipping people to
lead boldly,” Patricia shared. Her success is a powerful example of what happens when passion
meets purpose—and when local entrepreneurs receive the support they need to thrive. We are
proud to celebrate her journey and the lives she continues to transform. For more information
about Branches' Micro-Business program, please email lsumlar@branchesfl.org

Oasis Spring Break Camp: “The struggle is real—but God is too.” – Psalm 13

Meet a Branches Small Business: Patricia Bryant, the “Barrier Breaker”

http://www.branchesfl.org/ourstories
mailto:lsumlar@branchesfl.org
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from January 18, 2025 to June 20, 2025. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

$100,000 and up
Trish & Dan Bell
Angeliki & George Marakas
Himan Brown Charitable Trust
Internal Revenue Service
Miami-Dade County PHCD
The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.
The Children's Trust
The Templeton Family Foundation
United Way Miami
Volunteer Florida

Between $30,000 and $99,999
Anonymous
Capital One Services, LLC
Leah & Phillip Sylvester
Miami-Dade County - OMB Grants 

Coordination
Molina Healthcare of Florida, Inc.
Ocean Reef Community Foundation
The Miami Foundation
The Protestant Congregation of Ocean 

Reef, Inc.

Between $10,000 and $29,999
Aetna Better Health of Florida
Alabanza Evangelical Baptist Church
Amazon
Andrea & John Page
Annie & Tom Tannehill
Banesco USA
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
BankUnited
Brigitt & Alan Potamkin
Bruce Alan Arthur
Catalyst Pharmaceuticals
Celebrity Cruises
City National Bank of Florida
Crowe Foundation
David John Smith
First Horizon
FIU Foundation
Green Family Foundation
Huizenga Family Foundation
Kate Inman & Daniel Haines
Kathy & Bob Kowalski
Kathy & Scott Howard
Kelly Foundation
Lennar Foundation
Linda Corey
Miguel & Denise Ferniza
North Dade Medical Foundation

Regions Financial Corp
Rodney Bell
St. John's On The Lake
TD Charitable Foundation
TeamFootWorks
The Darrell R. Windle Charitable Fund
The Dunspaugh-Dalton Foundation
The Tonkinson Foundation
Tomy & Jack Edwards
Truist Financial Corporation
Victoria & Jason Randolph

Between $5,000 and $9,999
All In Xpress
Amerant Bank
Baptist Health
Barbara & Edward D. Deppman
BB Americas Bank
Brent McLaughlin
Coastal Construction
Dade County Federal Credit Union
First Bank
First UMC Coral Gables & The Growing 

Place Early Childhood Center
Florida Annual Conference UMC
Florida Power & Light
G Financial Group LLC
Jeannette Coto Dou & Remy Dou
Justin Onorato
Marianne Kircher
Marile & Jorge Luis Lopez, Esq Family 

Foundation
Morris and Anita Broad Philanthropic 

Fund
Pacific National Bank
Patti & Rick Morgan
Pension Services Inc.
PNC Bank
Publix Super Markets, Inc.
Smilka Melgoza
SouthState Bank
TD Bank
The Northern Trust Company
The Villamil Family Endowment Fund
Tina & Robert Furniss-Roe
Ulltium Consulting, Inc.
United Healthcare
US Century Bank

Between $1,000 and $4,999
Adrienne Arsht Center for the 

Performing Arts

Alex Chomat
Ana VeigaMilton
Angel Alvarez
Angelica Ledesma
Anthony Goodman
Anudari & Michael Bradley
Aramark
Bradesco Bank
Branches UMC
Brian Reas
Carol & Joseph Hawks
Chris Lane
Consulado General De Mexico
Desiree Fernandez & Spencer Winlaw
Don Bailey
Elena V. Carpenter-Smith
Glicer & Greg Umbaugh
Impact Deposits Corp
Isabelle & Russell Pike
James Dow
JPMorgan Chase Bank
Kadie Black
Kary Cummins
Kathleen Bands
Kenneth and Johanna Hall
Kim & Daniel Armstrong
Kim & Ray Torres
Lucille Zanghi
MARH Foundation
Mark Migdal & Hayden
Mark Rosenberg
Mia & Alex Fraser
Milam's Markets
Miriam Templeton
Nadine & Shaun Rogers
Nancy T. Hector
NCF Miami
Nicholas Baurichter
Pamela Poulos
Rebecca J. Prothro
Rosamaria Garcia
Rotary Club of South Miami
Saadia Kaufman
South Miami Hospital
Teresa Safie
William Duquette

Between $500 and $999
Aislynn Thomas-McDonald
Barbara Reese
Benevity Causes - American Online 

Giving Foundation
Brian Miller
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from January 18, 2025 to June 20, 2025. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Between $500 and $999
Bronwyn Miller
Carol & Terry Buchanan
Carrie & Amory Bodin
Christina & TJ Villamil
Dave Lawrence
Deborah Koch
Debra Tano
Deirdre & Christian Dunham
Doris Ramos
Eileen Carpenter
Francisco Silva
Hal Delgado
Hon Judge Migna Sanchez -Llorens
Humberto Comel
Isabel Fernandez
Jairo Ontiveros
Karen Fryd
Kendall United Methodist Church
Laurie A. Zapletal
Lydia C. Sacasa
Manya & Bob Lowman
Marc & Sandra Zampino
Mastercard
Memorial UMC
Michael Sutta
Ned Ferrarone
Nidia Ruiz & Eduardo Dominguez
Phil & Corrie Hillary
Rich Daly
Romitza Miralles
Sarah Pattison & Christopher Reilly
Shannon Kearns
Susan Lynne Hart
Sushi Maki
Tara Templeton
Tarin Teno
Thad W. Adams
Thomas Matkov
Tina Carroll Scott
Travel by Design, Inc.
Vincent Carrodeguas
Weiss Serota Helfman Cole + Bierman
Wendy Gayle Lapidus
Zdravka Veltcheva

Between $200 and $499
Amy Deem
Ana Gonzalez
Andrew Turner
Armando Carrada
Audrey Blaine Warren
Beth Sackstein

Bronwyn Miller & Maury Udell
Bruce Elliot Ford
Carol Ann Casey
Caroline Wilhelms
City of South Miami
Cynthia Weems
David Benson
Donald Alan Baker
Dr. Jose Dotres
Earl Bennett
Imelda Chavez
Jane Noppenberg
Jennifer & John Archer
Jesus & Leivys Socorro
Jon Rank
Jorge Gonzalez
Karen Mathieson
Kathryn Abodeely Karim
Kayla Hernandez
Lee Lennon & Luis by Amaral de 

Freitas
Luli Pinasco
Martine Daceus
Matthew Argondizza
Molly & Charles Baumberger
Nexus Consultancy
Philip Farinacci
Renee Cuellar
Rhonda Ballard Hardin
Richard Alfonso
Rita & Ron Magill
Tony Baurichter
Victor Monzon
Visa Inc.
William Elgar
Wynn & Michael Byrne

Up to $199
Adriana N. Matos Flecha
Agron & Kele Perry
Ailys Gomez
Aimee Paraso
Aleyda Serrano
Amanda Soto
Ana Catalina Estrada
Ana Jones
Andrew Lemke
Angela Deggs
Anisha Patel
Annie Wilkinson
Arianna Urquia
Arlene Polo
Axel Rizo

Benigno Mendez
Bernardino Gonzalez Vasquez
Bianca Bovo
Bill Bieler
Brenda L. Suda
Caren Paula Jones
Carla Hill
Carol Oberholtzer
Children's Bereavement Center
Chris Shanks
Christopher Gonzalez
Clara Hernadez
Claude-Bernard Paultre
Claudia A. Grillo
Creedence Gonzalez
Cristina Miller
daLux design, LLC
Deanna Poshard
Deborah S. Klem
Diana Alonso
Diana Salinas
Drs. Linda & O. Townsend Dann
Eddie Dominguez
Eduardo Jesus Palacio Rhenals
Emily Zubizarreta
Esperanza De Varona-Rodriguez
Esther Hubbard
Fabiola Richardson
First UMC Homestead Women
Florribelle Pantry
Francisco Llano
George Joseph
Idenny Casado
Janine Barzyk
Jared Kircher
Jeremy Moreno
Jody & Tom Verrengia
John Hogan
Jose Albornoz
Juan Santandreu
Julimar Soto
Justin Lambert
Karina Cardenas
Kathie Klarreich
Keeley Himmelreich
Kelli White
Kristy Amaro
Kristy Dominguez
Lance Laverdure
Laurel Auerbacher
Laurie Kaye Davis
Lillian Daly
Lisa Shourds
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from January 18, 2025 to June 20, 2025. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Up to $199 continued
Marbeli Perez
Maria Jaramillo
Maria Zerquera
Marian Smith
Mariana Furchi Sly
Mary Devletoglou
Marya Meyer
Marylen Gaab
Matt Shepherd
Maureen Desoria
Melanie Garman
Michael Goldberg
Missy & James Elmore Morgan III
NextEra Energy Foundation, Inc
Nicole Alonso
Noah Torres
Orlando Hernandez
Pastor Kipp Alan Nelson
Patrick Eber Eichholtz
Paul Bauch
Plantation UMC
Raquel Watters

Up to $199 continued
Regina Resilme
Richard Morlans
Rosy Ruiz
Ruben Pedron
Ruth & Roger Paz
Ryan Holmes
Sally Ann & Edward H. Herb Ford
Sariyah Grace
Sergio Tigera
SFD Group
Sol Kiss Escapes
Sophia Lacroix
Spring of Life United Methodist 

Church
Stefanos Makrymichalos
Stephen Hickey
The Boeing Company
Tina Martinez
Vanessa Rucky
Veronica Bernace
Yasemin Shirazi

Gifts in Honor of
 Kimberly Green from Debra Albo-

Steiger
 Kimberly Green from Jairo Ontiveros
 Kimberly Green from Kathie Klarreich
 Audrey Warren from Pastor Kipp
 Estrella from Matt Shepherd
 Ray Gonzalez from Carol Oberholtzer

THANK 
YOU! 

Branches kicked off the 
summer with our Summer 
Shade Camp Ceremonies! This 
year the theme is Safari and 
our students are excited for a 
summer filled with fun 
learning!

Follow us on social media for 
more Summer Shade Camp 
fun updates - @branchesfl



11500 NW 12th Ave, Miami, FL 33168  |  branchesfl.org

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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