
A Message from the CEO
Building Momentum at Branches!

We also celebrated the progress made by our entrepreneurs in our Micro-Business 
Incubator & BE ONE program with a holiday party in December. Over 60 businesses 
were represented and a dozen partners who support and serve in the program. 
Awards were given and motivational testimonies shared – everyone was inspired by 
the success of our entrepreneurs! 
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To serve, educate and inspire 
people through student, family 
and financial wellness services in 
partnership with our communities.

If you would like to know more 
about how to donate and/or 
volunteer, please contact us at:

(305) 442-8306
info@branchesfl.org

Follow us @branchesfl

WHAT’S INSIDE

MISSION STATEMENT:

GET INVOLVED:

Winter 2025

With Hope & Gratitude,

Brent McLaughlin
President & CEO

As 2024 concluded, rather than winding down Branches was 
building momentum! In November and December alone, we 
touched the lives of thousands of people across our 
community in meaningful ways.  

We have kept up the momentum in the new year as 160+ AmeriCorps, staff and 
volunteers came together on MLK day to serve in our communities from our 3 sites. 

We have also begun celebrating with our H.S. seniors as they are receiving their 
college acceptance letters. There has been a lot of nervous energy as everyone 
wonders where they will be offered admission… early results are truly remarkable 
as Yoni has been accepted at UF and UM and Esther has been accepted to Yale!! 

Clearly Branches would not have all this momentum without so many engaged 
volunteers, funders and partners! We are ever grateful for your very kind and 
compassionate support and involvement. Looking forward to all that we will do in 
service and love in 2025!

Branches’ Micro-Business Holiday Party.Branches Florida City Senior Class 
celebrating their annual Branches Ball. 

Branches student gets into 
Yale University!

From Thanksgiving meals to Under the Tree Toy Shops, we 
served more than 6,000 people in two months and were 
supported by the caring involvement of over 1,100 volunteers! 

We then hosted our annual Climb Higher Scholarship dinner and celebration which 
includes over 50 post-secondary students. Among the numerous raffle prizes and 
Branches’ gifts provided to the students, we were all motivated by the Denver 
Nuggets Director of Scouting, Scott Howard’s (Branches’ board member) heartfelt 
and inspiring message! 

Branches’ 24th Annual 
Thanksgiving Meal Delivery!



Branches celebrates 24 Years of Branches’ Thanksgiving Meal Delivery!

This Thanksgiving, Branches was honored to bring warmth and care to our community 
with the help of nearly 1,000 volunteers. Operating from 7 sites across Miami-Dade (5) 
and Broward (2) Counties, we prepared and delivered over 5,200 meals to individuals and 
families facing hardship. One grateful family from South Florida shared their appreciation: 
“This past Thanksgiving, my wife and I received the loving and kind gift of complete 
holiday dinners from your organization. Your Thanksgiving Meal Delivery program is a 
blessing for many people, such as my wife and I, who are no longer able, for various 
reasons, to keep up with many of the activities that are part of this beautiful tradition.”

At Branches, giving back to our neighbors is at the heart of everything we do. We are 
immensely thankful for the generosity of our donors and the dedication of our volunteers 
who make this event possible year after year. Looking ahead, we are thrilled to announce 
that 2025 marks our 25th Anniversary! Stay tuned as we prepare to celebrate this 
milestone in a BIG way, with surprises and events to honor the incredible journey we've 
shared with our community. Thank you for your unwavering support, we can’t wait to 
make the next year even more impactful!
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24th Annual Thanksgiving Recap

Thank You to Amazon, Baptist Health, BB Americas, The Keyes Company, LUXE 
Properties, UnitedHealthcare, and The Tonkinson Foundation for serving as 
Thanksgiving Site Sponsors. Thank you also to Aramark, Ashcroft Capital, David 
Smith, Jeannette Coto Dou & Remy Dou, Juan Rodriguez, Kathy & Scott 
Howard, and Regions who served as Thanksgiving Sponsors. Many thanks to 
our in-kind donors GOYA Foods of Florida, Peace United Methodist Church 
(UMC), Redland Community UMC, and United Way Miami for their dedicated 
support. We are so thankful to all our partners for making this truly impactful 
Meal Delivery a reality!

A special THANK YOU to our incredible Food Drive Partners!
Palmer Trinity School, Palmetto Bay Academy ,

BankUnited, Coconut Grove Montessori School, Cornerstone Church, JP Morgan Chase, Kendall United 
Methodist Church, Miami Kids Magazine, Regions Bank, Shops at Merrick Park and UnitedHealthcare.

Meals being assembled 
at Coral Gables Congregational.

Volunteers ready to deliver meals at 
Branches Florida City!

Volunteers at First UMC Coral Gables 
packing meals.

Thank you to our Premier Thanksgiving Day Sponsors 
for their generous support and for making this 

special day possible:

President & CEO, Brent McLaughlin, with 
a volunteer at Branches Lakeview.



Brightening the Holidays for Branches Families!

One of our favorite times of the year is getting to host our Under the Tree 
Toy Shops! Nearly a decade ago, we launched on-site Toy Shops to provide 
parents of our students with an opportunity to purchase brand-new toys 
for their children at remarkably discounted prices—over 90% off. These 
festive events, filled with holiday music and treats, allow parents to shop 
with pride and joy. Each selected gift is then beautifully wrapped by our 
dedicated volunteers, adding an extra layer of magic to Christmas 
morning.

This year, we were thrilled to have served over 200 families across all 
three sites and fill the Toy Shops with over 2,000 toys! In addition to the 
toys, we gifted our youth with Branches-branded merchandise, which they 
love to wear throughout the school year, along with their very own gift 
cards to their favorite shops. These Toy Shops not only empower parents 
to create special holiday memories but also bring our community together 
in the spirit of giving and celebration. None of this would be possible 
without the generosity of our donors and the tireless dedication of our 
volunteers. As we reflect on the joy of this season, we’re inspired to keep 
building brighter futures for our families. Thank you for helping us make it 
all happen!
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Under the Tree Toy Shops

THANK YOU to all our 
generous donors for supporting 

Branches’ programs!
All other donors from the current Fiscal Year 

(9/20/24-1/17/25) are listed at 
branchesfl.org/our-stories under Newsletters

Trish & Dan Bell • The Children's Trust • The Miami 
Foundation • Truist Foundation • United Way Miami • 
Volunteer Florida • Bob W. Kelly • Helen's Hope 
Foundation • Publix Super Markets Charities • The Kirk 
Foundation • Anonymous • AT&T • Bank of America 
Charitable Foundation • Bradesco Bank • Cities for 
Empowerment (CFE) • Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation • 
Danielle & Anthony Caravetta •

A special THANK YOU to our Toy Drive Partners!
Bristol Towers, First UMC Coral Gables & The Growing Place Early 

Childhood Center, Grove Central, House of Eli, Kendall UMC, Emily & 
Kris Aungst, Miami Kids Magazine, Marco Tine & CASA Collection 

Group, Pacific National Bank, Palmer Trinity Private School, Revive 
Social MIA, The Little Light House Foundation, Victoria & Jason 

Randolph and Voices for Children Foundation

THANK YOU, Toy Shops Sponsors!

http://www.branchesfl.org/ourstories
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from September 20, 2024 to January 17, 2025. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

$100,000 and up
Trish & Dan Bell
The Children's Trust
The Miami Foundation
Truist Foundation
United Way Miami
Volunteer Florida

Between $30,000 and $99,999
Bob W. Kelly
Helen's Hope Foundation
Publix Super Markets Charities
The Kirk Foundation

Between $10,000 and $29,999
Alabanza Evangelical Baptist Church
Anonymous
AT&T
Awilda & Jorge Lopez
Bank of America Charitable Foundation
Bradesco Bank
Cities for Empowerment (CFE)
Cornelia T. Bailey Foundation
Danielle & Anthony Caravetta
Emergency Food & Shelter Program 

(EFSP)
First Bank
Jocelyn Watkins
Law Offices of Alan Goldfarb, PA
Linda Corey
Miami-Dade County - OMB Grants 

Coordination
Silicon Valley Community Foundation
The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.
The NASCAR Foundation
The Templeton Family Foundation
Tina & Robert Furniss-Roe
Unity on the Bay
Villa Family Foundation

Between $5,000 and $9,999
Aetna Better Health of Florida
Agape
Angel Alvarez
Annie & Tom Tannehill
BB Americas Bank
Catalyst Pharmaceuticals
City National Bank of Florida
Florida Blue
Florida Philanthropic Network
HSBC Bank USA, N.A.
Jeannette Coto Dou & Remy Dou

Kathy & Bob Kowalski
Manny Becerra
Miami Vineyard Community Church
National Association for Latino 

Community Asset Builders 
(NALCAB)

Publix Super Markets Charities
South Miami Hospital
Tara Templeton
The Green Family Foundation

Between $1,000 and $4,999
Ashcroft Capital
Comcast NBCUniversal
Dade County Federal Credit Union
David John Smith
Donna & Dr. Ron Pellegrini
Florida Annual Conference UMC
Impact Deposits Corp
Jason Morgan
Juan F. Rodriguez
Kary Cummins
Kate Inman & Daniel Haines
Kathy & Scott Howard
Kim & Ray Torres
LUXE Properties
Michael I. Pappas
Milam's Markets
Nancy T. Hector
Regions Bank- Coral Gables
Robin & Steve Houlberg
Shirley Encarnacion
Social Current
The Darrell R. Windle Charitable Fund
The Redland Company, Inc.
The Tonkinson Foundation
UnitedHealthcare
VITAS Healthcare

Between $500 and $999
Adam Wing
Beta Tau UM
Brent McLaughlin
Coral Gables Congregational United 

Church of Christ
Dave Thelen
Denise Ferniza
Diane & Terry Lee
First UMC Lakeland
Isabelle & Russell Pike
Kenneth and Johanna Hall

Kiwanis Club of Homestead-South 
Dade, Inc.

Larry W. Ross
Love Has No Limits
Maurice's Jewelers, Inc
Milam's Markets
Norma Jean Abraham
Roxanna & Dr. Stanley Lynch
Sharyn & Robert Ladner
Travel by Design, Inc.
Trevor Wing

Between $200 and $499
Andrew Dayton
Anita Moriarty
Barbara Marcelli
Carol Ann Casey
Chris & David Lane
Cynthia Chipi
Desiree Fernandez & Spencer Winlaw
Etta & David Jardine
Gabriel Gil
Gaby Valdes
Helmut & Miriam Jockel
Jared Kircher
Jessica Lancaster
Jesus Cruz
Joshua Samek
Juan Andres Nava
Kate Lashley
Kathleen Ballard
Kendall United Methodist Church
Laurie A. Zapletal
Matthew Tormey
Nancy & Donald Elisburg
Nicole Chipi
Patricia Scerpella
Paula & Arthur Herriott
Plantation UMC Women
Rajni Agarwal
Rev Audrey Blaine Warren
Rik Rak Salon
Robin Norell
Ruth Kim
Shannon Kearns
Sheetal Khera
Shelley Daniel Rutherford
Spencer McGowan



5

Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from September 20, 2024 to January 17, 2025. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Up to $199 
A&M Ocean Machinery, Inc
Adrian Davis
Adriana Garroz
Adriana N. Matos Flecha
Alex Flecha & Ray Flecha Gonzales
Alexandra Rios
Alexis Moreira
Alison Wynne
Alvaro Sarria
Amanda Ashby Huggins
Amy Smith
Ana Freitas
Ana Perez
Ana Tangari
Ana Wakeham
Anelith Ortega
Angela Girgado
Anita & Jim Dyches
Anji Ismail
Arkayla Suber
Barbara & Edward Deppman
Bella Behar
Benevity Causes - America Online Giving 
Foundation
Bennett Rowan
Benoit Hamon
Berthena & Alvin Bullard
Brian Sprowl
Brigette Lopez
Bronwen Rutter
Cara Esquivel
Cargill
Carlos Limontes
Carmen Rossmore
Carol & Joseph Hawks
Carolyn Ruth Robinson
Casey Caterina
Catalina Velasco
Charles Benitez
Cheryl & John Akerman Jr.
Christine Fierro
Cindy Conger
Connor Evans
Cristina Diamond
Cynthia & William Van Gundy
Danielle Whatley
Deanna Poshard
Diane M. Minch
Ekaterina Kudryasheva
Enrique Cardozo
Erica White

Esther & Isolina C. Santiago
Felicia Shtivelman
First UMC Homestead Women
Florribelle Pantry
Gabriele & Reinhard Benditte
Geddy Hilton
Greg Fritzius
Guiselle Maria Delgado Villalobos
Halle Alitz
Hanai Sablich
Harold Dave Miller
Isabel Fernandez
Isayda del Pino Gonzalez
Ishmael Perez
Jada Walter
James King
Jane Noppenberg
Jaqueline & Alan Richards
Jared Bruce
Jeannette Ramirez
Jeff Goyer
Jesse Peifer
Jocelyn Alvarez
Jody & Tom Verrengia
Joel Fuce
Joseph Bonito
Joseph Dawson
Julimar Soto
Karen & Wayne Sutton
Kari Hall
Kay Reinert
Keep In Style Beauty Salon Inc
Kelly Brennan
Kenny Parsons
Kevin Jimenez
Kristen Reyes
Lance Laverdure
Lann Childs
Lauren Prahl
Laurie & Fabian Kahn
Leah & Phillip Sylvester
Lee Lennon & Luis by Amaral de 
 Freitas 
Leslie & Mikey Atelus
Leslie & Scott McKinley
Lilian Killmeyer
Liliana Hernandez
Lindsay Norris
Lucretia & Bryan Fink
Luis & Marcia Arroba

Luis Uribe
Lulu Jones
Lynzai Cutler
Mairenne Collantes
Malena M. Vareles
Marcos Alvarez
Margaret Cox
Margaret Cross
MARH Foundation
Maria Ojeda
Marianne Benarroch
Marjorie Lima
Mary Susan & Philip Ward
Matcolm Mendoza
Matt Shepherd
Matthew Hill
Matthew Hines
Mbenarroch,llc
Megan Beddow-Peters
Melinda Cartwright
Melvin Amaya
Mercedes Bradley
Michael Close
Michael Irene
Nancy & George H. Davis
Nancy & Richard Roberts
Nancy & Robert D. Watts
Nancy Perez & Hilda Brookins
Nelida & Felix Morales
New Horizon UMC
Nicole Pereira
Nidia Ruiz & Eduardo Dominguez
Paola Rincon
Patricia Worthington
Paula Barreto
Peggy Fickes
Pi Nu Chapter, Omega Psi Phi 
Fraternity, Inc.
Pierre Flores
Pilar Borjas
Pilar Villa
Plantation UMC
Rachel O'Neill
Rachelle Metcalfe
Raquel & Darryl Hickey
Rebecca & Daniel Casamayor
Regine Placide Reaves
Renee Johnson
Rev. Betty Batey
Robert Blew
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from June 13, 2024 to September 20, 2024. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Up to $199 continued 
Robert l Hatfield
Robert Pertierra
Roland Mapile
Rosy Ruiz
Roxana Medina
Ryan Pogemiller
Sachelle Durand
Sally Seaborn
Sandra Acevedo
Sandra Rezola
Sarah Carreras
Sarah Pattison
Shane Doolin
Stephen Ferrante
Steve Arman
Steven Etter
Sue Camp
Susan Reisner
Tatiana Lisette Rodriguez
Ted Yerzyk
The Boeing Company
The Children's Voice Chorus

Up to $199 continued
The One Team
Thomas Sawallis
TMCS Comminity Care
Too Left Feet Inc
Tulip Ventures
Tyler Clark
Valerie Jaimes
Vannie Fisher
Wajih Shirazi
William J. Heffernan
Willis Mui
Yan Ochoa
Yaniv Adar
Zachary Soto

Gifts in Honor of
 Berthena & Alvin Bullard in honor 

of Ebenezer UM Church
 Jared Kircher in honor of 

Marianne Kircher
 Kay Reinert in honor of Cynthia 

Weems & Mark Holland

Gifts in Honor of
 Leslie & Mikey Atelus in honor of 

Maria Malakoff
 Matthew Hines in honor of Jonathan 

Wiener
 Robin Norell in honor of Kim Torres
 Robert Pertierra in honor of Dominic 

Burdier
 Willis Mui in honor of Citlali Ayala

Gifts in Honor of Sarah Celestine
 Arkayla Suber
 Isabelle & Russell Pike
 Pierre Flores
 Sarah Pattison & Christopher Reilly

Gifts in Honor of The Dan 
LeBatard Show with Stugotz
 Andrew Dayton
 Joel Fuce
 Kari Hall
 Lann Childs
 Lindsay Norris
 Too Left Feet Inc
 Yan Ochoa

THANKS to our amazing supporters and 
funders, our Climb students got the chance to 
go on a road trip where they were able to tour 

the University of South Florida and 
Florida Gulf Coast University! 

If you would like to support our Climb Youth 
Program, please contact:

Sarah Pattison 
305-442-8306 x 3003

spattison@branchesfl.org



11500 NW 12th Ave, Miami, FL 33168   |   branchesfl.org
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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