
A Message from the CEO
From pennies and nickels to millions of dollars…we 
are forever grateful!

I am proud to say that the work of providing life-changing opportunities for hardworking 
families and their children is fundamentally a labor of love. We believe in the inherent dignity 
and value of every student, adult and entrepreneur that comes to Branches. Together we 
inspire each other to live up to our potential and turn our vision into reality where people are 
uplifted by community & hope and are provided opportunities to achieve economic mobility. 

The first half of 2024 has been nothing short of amazing as so many good things are 
happening at Branches! I have found myself feeling overwhelmed by gratitude again and 
again much like the day when the offering of pennies and nickels was delivered to Branches. 
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To provide life-changing opportunities 
to hardworking families and their 
children to help them break the cycle 
of generational poverty.

If you would like to know more 
about how to donate and/or 
volunteer, please contact us at:

(305) 442-8306
info@branchesfl.org

Follow us @branchesfl

WHAT’S INSIDE

MISSION STATEMENT:

GET INVOLVED:

Summer 2024

With Hope & Gratitude,

Brent McLaughlin
President & CEO

Many years ago in 2010 when we were raising funds to rebuild 
Branches Florida City after the devastating fire that destroyed 
the main building on site, we were surprised and truly 
overwhelmed by a donation from the students at Florida City 
Elementary School. Every teacher in every classroom rallied their 
students to bring in pennies, nickels and dimes to donate to the 
Building Up Branches campaign. It was something like $163 in 
total but it seemed like millions of dollars coming from the 
children. It was truly a powerful expression of their love and 
support of Branches’ mission.

We just celebrated 87 graduations over the last few months from Kindergartners to 5th 
graders to High School seniors and college graduates! These milestones hold so much 
meaning for our students and their families as together they experience personal and 
academic growth and success. We held the most successful Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala in 
our history raising more than $700,000! We were awarded not one but two large, 
unrestricted grants: a $2 million grant from Mackenzie Scott and a $1 million grant from Citi 
Community Foundation Progress Makers fund!

Every gift no matter what the size fuels our mission of transforming lives of children and 
families through life-changing opportunities! I could not be more grateful for each and 
every one of you who support our mission, thank YOU!

CVS Health | Aetna check presentation with 
Jennifer Sweet, CEO of Aetna Better Health 
of Florida, Inc., and executives at Branches.Branches’ high school senior dinner 

celebration at Trish and Dan Bell’s home. 

A few of our Kindergarten 
graduates of 2024!



Celebrating todas las culturas that make Miami our Magic City!
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Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala and Online Auction

The Black Tie & Blue Jeans Gala and Online Auction, held on 
Saturday, April 20th at the J.W. Marriott Marquis Miami, was a 
spectacular celebration of "todas las culturas" that make 
Miami our Magic City. Guests were immersed in a vibrant 
atmosphere filled with live Latin music, a lively Parranda, cigar 
rollers, cafecitos, and an electrifying hora loca to close the 
evening. The Latin band "Extasy" captivated everyone with 
their incredible performance, ensuring a night to remember.

This event was made possible thanks to the unwavering 
support of Philanthropic Chairs Trish and Dan Bell, Gala Chairs 
Karla and Scott Richey, Mistress of Ceremonies Lissette 
Gonzalez, and countless supporters and partners. We were 
honored to present Heide and Jose Dans with the 2024 Trish & 
Dan Bell Community Empowerment Award for their 
outstanding contributions to our local community.
Guests were also inspired by Branches Alumni Yamilet Ramos, 
who shared her transformative journey with Branches, starting 
at the age of 4. Her story highlighted the profound impact 
Branches has had, not only on her life, but also on her family 
and children who are now part of the Branches community.
Thanks to the generosity of our donors, partners, and 
supporters, Branches raised a record-breaking $725,000. This 
funding is crucial to supporting Branches’ mission to provide 
life-changing opportunities for local families, helping to break 
the cycle of generational poverty.

Premier sponsors of Branches’ Black Tie & Blue Jeans 
Gala and Online Auction included:

Premier Sponsor  
Trish & Dan Bell 
  
Shining Star Sponsor  
Himan Brown Charitable Trust

Diamond Sponsor 
Heide & Jose Dans
Alan & Brigitt Potamkin with 
Amanda Altman & David Lynn
Kathy & Scott Howard

Platinum Sponsors 
Kate Inman & Daniel Haines
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
 
  

 

Philanthropic Chairs, Dan & Trish Bell, with Gala Chairs, Karla & Scott 
Richey, and Branches’ President & CEO, Brent McLaughlin

Emily Zubi, Adriana Verdeja, Heide & Jose Dans, Laurie Jennings & Josh Salman

Brittnie Bassant, Mia Fraser, Board 
Member Alex Fraser, Alina & Ed Hudak

Gala Chairs Karla & Scott Richey with Maribel 
& Dr. Jose Dotres, Superintendent of 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools

Gold Sponsors  
Aetna
Banesco
City National Bank
Coastal Construction
First Horizon
FIU Foundation
Huizenga Family Foundation
Jesse & Filipe Vieira da Rocha
Kathy & Bob Kowalski
Lennar Foundation
Rodney H.  Bell
SouthState Bank  
St. John's on the Lake
The Tonkinson Foundation
Victoria & Jason Randolph 
Villamil Family Endowment

Eddie Dominguez, Marlon Hill, and Agron Perry Alec Alfonso, Marielena Villamil, Board 
Member TJ & Christina Villamil, Diana & 

Hunter Carrier

THANK YOU to all our generous 
sponsors for their incredible 
support!

Please visit 
branchesfl.org/2024gala 
to learn more and watch our 
Gala Recap video!Branches Family Fun!



Oasis Spring Break Camp and VITA Volunteer Thank You Luncheon
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Branches Happenings

THANK YOU to all our 
generous donors for supporting 

Branches’ programs!

All other donors from the current Fiscal Year 
(1/18/24-6/12/24) are listed at 

branchesfl.org/our-stories under Newsletters.

Trish & Dan Bell • Lever for Change • Citi Foundation • 
The Children’s Trust • Volunteer Florida • United Way Miami • 
The Miami Foundation • The Templeton Family Foundation • 
Himan Brown Charitable Trust •  The Batchelor Foundation, 
Inc. • Ocean Reef Community Foundation • Peacock 
Foundation, Inc. • Shepard Broad Foundation • The Green 
Family Foundation • Truist • Heide & Jose Dans • 
Alan & Brigitt Potamkin • Kathy & Scott Howard •  Wells Fargo 
Bank NA • TeamFootWorks 

Oasis Spring Break Camp:
Locked In! VITA Volunteer Thank You Luncheon

Branches is proud to lead the Miami Tax Pros VITA (Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance) coalition which offers tax prep 
services at no cost, year-round to lower-income individuals 
and families. Miami Tax Pros consists of 50+ partner sites and 
over 400 dedicated volunteers. In 2024, Branches and our 
partners helped over 7,600 individuals file their taxes, which 
secured nearly $9 million in tax refunds for hardworking 
families and individuals that need it the most. 

On May 31st , Branches celebrated our amazing volunteers 
who make this program possible with a Thank You Luncheon 
at The Residences at SoMi Parc. We were honored to have 
Doris Greenwood, IRS Territory Manager, join us to speak and 
recognize all the incredible VITA volunteers with a certificate 
for their service. It was a wonderful time celebrating the end 
of the tax season. If you would like to become a VITA 
Volunteer, please email us at vita@branchesfl.org or learn 
more at www.MiamiTaxPros.com. 

Reflecting on our record-breaking Oasis Spring Break Camp 
this past March at Warren W. Willis United Methodist Camp in 
Leesburg, FL, as over 300 middle school and high school 
students and Branches' staff came together for an 
unforgettable experience. Oasis Camp is more than just a 
getaway; it's a transformative journey where students find rest 
from life's challenges and connect deeply with each other and 
with God.

Under the theme 'Locked In,' this year's camp encouraged 
participants to embrace the profound work of God in their 
lives. With phones safely tucked away, the campers immersed 
themselves in meaningful connections and spiritual growth. 
Guided by dedicated leaders, they enjoyed a nurturing 
environment filled with hope and healing. The fun didn't stop 
there—campers also enjoyed games, canoeing, dancing, and 
so much more! This incredible experience was made possible 
thanks to the support of Trish and Dan Bell, who provided 
scholarships to ensure every student could partake in this life-
changing event. Thank you so much, Trish and Dan!!

http://www.branchesfl.org/ourstories
mailto:info@branchesfl.org
http://www.miamitaxpros.com/


4

Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from January 18, 2024 to June 12, 2024. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

$100,000 and up
Trish & Dan Bell
Citi Foundation
Himan Brown Charitable Trust
Internal Revenue Service
Lever for Change
Miami-Dade County - OMB Grants 

Coordination
The Batchelor Foundation, Inc.
The Children's Trust
The Miami Foundation
The Templeton Family Foundation
United Way Miami
Volunteer Florida

Between $30,000 and $99,999
Anonymous
Heide & Jose Dans
Kathy & Scott Howard
Ocean Reef Community Foundation
Peacock Foundation, Inc.
Shepard Broad Foundation
The Green Family Foundation
The Protestant Congregation of Ocean 

Reef, Inc.

Between $10,000 and $29,999
Alabanza Evangelical Baptist Church
Alan Potamkin
Annie & Tom Tannehill
BankUnited
City National Bank of Florida
Coastal Construction
Crowe Foundation
First Horizon
FIU Foundation
Huizenga Family Foundation
Jesse & Filipe Vieira da Rocha
JP Morgan Chase Bank
Kate Inman & Daniel Haines
Kathy & Bob Kowalski
Lennar Foundation
Matthew Daniel Foundation
National Association for Latino 

Community Asset Builders (NALCAB)
North Dade Medical Foundation
Regions Financial Corporation
St. John's On The Lake
TD Charitable Foundation
TeamFootWorks
The Darrell R. Windle Charitable Fund

The José Milton Foundation
The Tonkinson Foundation
Truist Financial Corporation
US Century Bank
Visa Inc.
Wells Fargo Bank NA

Between $5,000 and $9,999
Amerant Bank
Aramark
Banyan Health Systems
Baptist Health 
Barbara & Edward Deppman
BB Americas Bank
Bilzin Sumberg
Catalyst Pharmaceuticals
Cumming Group
Danielle & Anthony Caravetta
David John Smith
First UMC Coral Gables & The Growing 

Place Early Childhood Center
Florida Annual Conference UMC
Goya Foods of Florida
Jeannette Coto Dou & Remy Dou
Jonathan Barrios
Leah & Phillip Sylvester
Marielena & Tony Villamil
Marta M Casas-Celaya APR
Patti & Rick Morgan
PNC Bank
Publix Super Markets, Inc.
The Northern Trust Company
The Villamil Family Endowment Fund
Timothy J. Iszler
Tina & Pablo Rodriguez
Tina & Robert Furniss-Roe
Tomy & Jack Edwards
UnitedHealthcare

Between $1,000 and $4,999
Alex Fraser
Amazon
AmeriHealth Caritas Florida
Ana Mari Ortega & Marc Schwarzberg
Barry University
Bonnie Graham
Branches UMC
Brent McLaughlin
Brett Barfield & Lex Israel
Carlos Fernandez-Guzman
Consulado General De Mexico
Darrell Windle & Dave Samber

Don Bailey
Ed & Christina Joyce
Eduardo Dominguez
Everett Sheslow
First Church Miami
Foundation for New Education 

Initiatives, Inc.
Gabriele & Reinhard Benditte
Gary Lai
Giraldo Leyva
Greater Miami Youth for Christ, Inc.
Impact Deposits Corp
Isabelle & Russell Pike
Jerome Hernandez
Jonathan Hegler
Karen Fryd
Kary Cummins
Kathleen Bands
Kim & Daniel Armstrong
Kim & Ray Torres
Leo Gonzalez
Love Has No Limits
Mandarin UMC
MARH Foundation
Mark Migdal and Hayden
Mark Rosenberg
Martha Rogers Haas
Maya Ezratti
Michelle Reed
Milam's Markets
Missy & James Elmore Morgan III
Nadine Davey-Rogers
Nancy T. Hector
Office of Commissioner Raquel 

Regalado
Office of the Mayor - Miami-Dade County
Pamela Poulos
PEO Chapter A
Plantation UMC
Property Markets Group
Rebecca & Carleton Prothro
Robyn & Andres Polo
Rotary Foundation of South Miami
Roxanna & Dr. Stanley Lynch
Sandy Milledge
Sissy & Troy Templeton
South Florida PBS
Starboard and Onboard Media
Sunstate Bank
Susan & Robin Shelley III
TD Bank
The Carrie Meek Foundation
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from July 1, 2023 to January 17, 2024. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Up to $4,999 continued
The Redland Company
Touching Miami With Love
Unity on the Bay
Viventa

Between $500 and $999
Adina Gould
Alice Bravo & Asoc.
Andrew Lemke
Audrey Otero
Barbara D. Reese
Brian and Camila Schriner
Burger King Foundation
Chris & David Lane
Christina Villamil
Claudia Puig
Coral Gables Congregational United 

Church of Christ
Cristina Miller
Dave Lawrence
Deborah Koch
Denise Ferniza
Desiree Fernandez & Spencer Winlaw
Doris Richards
Ebenezer UMC
Elizabeth Resnick
George Joseph
Girl Scout Troop 220
Heidi Wigand
Hola Ink
Ila Jimenez
Johanna M. Ralsten-Cox
John Block
KIPP Miami
Laura-Ann Marino
Laurie A. Zapletal
Laurie Jennings-Salman
Lee Lennon & Luis by Amaral de 

Freitas
Linda Diamond
Lorie Roth
Manuel Kronfle
Marcum, LLP
Marianne & Peter Kircher
Marta Alfonso
Megan Pearl
Melisse Burstein
Memorial United Methodist Church
Mercedes-Benz of Coral Gables

Mimi Shafey
Nancy & Robert D. Watts
Nidia Ruiz
Paolo Saieh
Pradere
Rachele Huelsman
Rajni Agarwal
Rebecca Grimsley Miller
Sarah Pattison
Sushi Maki
Thomas Chan
Travel by Design, Inc.
Vanessa Vasquez
Wynn & Michael Byrne

Between $200 and $499
Abdel Karim
Adriana Oliva
Aislynn McDonald
Alina & Ed Hudak
Amaka Amalu-Anderson
Anisha Patel
Belen Jesuit Preparatory School
Bill Hansen
Carolina Poubel & Mario Lacerda
Carrie & Amory Bodin
Chris Dacek
Christina & TJ Villamil
Cynthia Weems
Eddie Dominguez
Eileen Ball Mehta
Elizabeth Cabrera
George Zamora
Hunter Carrier
Irwin Podhajser
Isabel Fernandez
Ivan Mendoza
Jennifer & John Archer
Jesse Alvarez
Jessica Leyva
John Routh
Katie & David Ibarra
Kendall United Methodist Women
Lisa & Jeffrey Parker
Lourdes M De La Mata Little
Margaret Cross
Mary & Jeffrey Wright
Medtronic
Melody Velez
Memorial UMC
Michael Desaulniers

Octavio Santurio
Patricia Fuller
Patricia Seitz
Rebecca & Thomas Matkov
Rev Audrey Blaine Warren
Rita & Ron Magill
Ryanne & Octavio Santurio
Selen & Andrew Turner
Sumin and John Chen
Tara Osborne
Tony Tobar Baurichter
Violeta Cepeda
Will Edgar

Up to $199
Aaron James Lauer
Adam Blanco
Adriana Verdeja
Agron & Kele Perry
Alejandro Lopez
Alejandro Serrano
Alex Alfonso
Alexandra Ocampo
Alison Loases
Ana Chaoui
Anelith Ortega
Angeliki Aninou & George Marakas
Ashaki Marcellus
Ashley Saul
Audrey-Kiara Coppet
Axel Rizo
Barbara Moreno
Barbara Soliday
Benigno Mendez
Bridget Duncan
Brittnie Bassant
Camille Daly
Carla & Marlon Hill
Carlos Montano
Carol Oberholtzer
Carol Reynolds
Carolyn Ruth Robinson
Catherine Piratoba
Charles Ayres
Christian Hernandez
Clara Diaz-Leal
Cornerstone United Methodist Church
Dan Heredia
Danny Moreno
Debbie & Ivan Corbin
Debbie Benitez
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Thank You, Branches Donors & Stakeholders!
List includes contributions received by Branches from January 18, 2024 to June 12, 2024. If you sent a contribution 

during this period and do not see your name on the list, please contact us at (305) 442-8306 x1005.

Up to $199 continued
Dené Roth
Denice Hitchens
Diane Owens
Elisa & Alessandro Maglietta
Elizabeth Groh
Emily Zubizarreta
Erbi Blanco-True
First UMC Homestead Women
First UMC Lakeland
Florencia & Fernando Olivera
Florribelle Pantry
Grisel Velasco
Harold Cabrera
Hedy Collver
Irene Hernandez Cruz
Isabela Corzo
Jackie & Richard Siegel
Jacqueline Rivas
Jean Bendezu
Jennifer Rosado
Jess Elias
Jess Williams
John Cyril Malloy III
Jorge Montero
Joshua D Numa
Josias Garcia
Juan Carlos Vinelli
Julimar Soto
Kaitlyn Czencz
Kamalah Fletcher
Karen Kihei
Karina Pavone
Katherine & Bennett Feldman
Katrina Wright
Katya Matusevich
Kevin Andrews
Kimberline Hernandez
Kristine & Michael Goldberg
Kristy Amaro
Lauren Alvarez
Laurie Kahn
Laurie Kahn
Laurie Kaye Davis
Leivys Socorro
Levis Diaz
Lilly Vickers
Luis & Marcia Arroba
Margaret Kartwe
Maria Jaramillo
Marie Judith Pierre-Okerson
Marilyn Anderson

Wuilmer Alexis Godoy Blanco
Yaneth Galvis
Yashaa Duggal
Yvonne Debesa
Zunilda & Daviol Moreno

Gifts in Memory of
 Suren Seetal from Karen Kihei

Gifts in Honor of
 Scott and Kathy Howard from Don 

Bailey
 Lorna and Anthony Fletcher from 

Kamalah Fletcher
 Lourdes M De La Mata Little from Tara 

Templeton
 Trish and Dan Bell from Mimi Shafey
 Micah and Moriah Fraser from Alex 

Fraser
 Audrey Warren from Pastor Kipp Alan 

Nelson
 Michael from Ms. Elizabeth Groh
 Caleb Torres from Matthew Stewart
 Lois  Coleman from Carol Oberholtzer

Mario Quintanilla
Marta Alicia Flores Hernandez
Mary Susan & Philip Ward
Matthew Stewart
Mayte Munoz
Megan Barrera
Melissa Cuellar
Melody & Omar Martin
Michael Laing
Michele Collie
Michelle & Tom Nelson
Michelle Griffith
Milton Centena
Miralys Solsona
Misael Amaro
Monique Freitas
Nelson Mejicanos
Nguyen Cabonilla
Nicole Toro & Jeremy Wilson
Nydia Alvarez
Oreste Armada
Oscar Herrera
Pam Spegal
Pastor Kipp Alan Nelson
Patricia & James Gibson
Patrick Eber Eichholtz
Paul Palmer Peytyn & Jim Tobin
Rafael Urbino
Rev. Emerson Keith Ewing
Robert Kahn
Rosy Ruiz
Ruben Pedron
Ryan Aldophe
Samira Umuhoza
Shane Kinsler
Sherry & Harry Jordan
Stacey Palazzo
Starah Heriveaux
Susan Lynne Hart
Susana Cetta
Tara Templeton
Taylor Samuel
Thomas Christiana
Thomas Liu
TurnKey Asset Management
Vanessa Benavides
Vanessa Mondesir
Vanessa Torres
Virginia & Tom Wood
Willians Fernando Padilla Mejia

THANK 
YOU! 



11500 NW 12th Ave, Miami, FL 33168   |   branchesfl.org
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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