
WHATõS 
INSIDE 

To serve, educate and inspire 
people through student, family 
and financial stability services  

in partnership with our  
communities.  

Mission Statement:  

If you would like to know more 
about how to donate and/or  
volunteer, please contact us at: 

 305-442-8306 
 info@branchesfl.org 
 www.branchesfl.org 

Get Involved:  

  From the Desk of the Director  

 

¶ Summer Shade Camp - 
      Page 2 

¶ Black Tie & Blue Jeans 
Benefit Dinner - Page 3 

¶ Donor Thank You - Pages 
4-6  

¶ Grow, Climbé- Page 7 

¶ ...Achieve! - Page 8 

¶ Thanksgiving Meal Delivery 
- Page 9 

           

Making an Impact Day by Day 

Dear Friends, 
 
   At Branches we have always set ambitious goals            
particularly when it comes to the impact we strive to 
achieve in peopleôs lives. Whatever program or service we 
develop, our first and foremost goal is to create meaningful 
and long term value for people and communities.  
 
   With that vision, we create valuable opportunities for low 

income children and families to grow spiritually and become better people, to     
succeed in school and to live more financially stable lives. Over the past 15 years 
the result is that Branches has launched more than a dozen new services and    
established four sites throughout our community that offer the Grow, Climb and 
Achieve programs. Each year, we now serve thousands of individuals and families 
all supported by hundreds of partners and stakeholders.  
 
   The real value always has been and continues to be the impact that takes place 
in peopleôs lives. For example academic success for all our students is a key       
objective for our Grow and Climb programs. This past school year of the more than 
390 children and youth served at Branches, 95% of our students maintained or         
improved their grades in school achieving no less than a C in any given subject. To 
put this in context, when we launched our Lakeview site (near North Miami) three 
years ago, among the first group of children that enrolled, 92% of them were      
reading below grade level. Today 95% of those students are succeeding in school! 
 
   In addition, we are finding innovative ways to help working adults move toward 
and achieve financial stability. Those who have engaged in at least two coaching 
sessions with a Branches financial coach have reported drastically reduced levels 
of financial stress. Some of our recent results reveal that coaching clients have   
reduced debt on average by nearly $6,000, increased their credit score by at least 
10 points and saved nearly $1,000. For working families who are accustomed to 
living paycheck to paycheck, these results 
are empowering and prepare them for a 
more financially secure future! 
   
   We are incredibly grateful to each and 
every person and institution that is part of 
the Branches family. You help to  create 
these positive results each and every day! 
Thank YOU!   
 
With Hope and Gratitude,   

 
 
 
 

Brent McLaughlin 
Executive Director 
 

  Summer/Fall 2016  

Students at  Branches Lakeview          
succeeding in school and receiving 
awards for their local Spelling Bee      

competition. 



 

Branches Happenings  
 

Summer Shade Guides: Employing Our Youth 
 

     Thanks to the generous support from our donors, the 2016 Branches' Summer Shade Camp provided a 
safe, fun and caring environment for over 400 children this summer! Each day throughout the summer the 
children practice math and reading through new and exciting lessons and enrichment activities. This helps to 
prevent summer learning loss and ensures that all Branches students will be ready for the next grade and 
ready to learn come the new school year.  
     In addition to making sure that our children had a fun and memorable summer, we also provided           
opportunities to some very deserving role models. Branches is very proud to have employed 40 of our youth 
this summer to serve as Summer Guides, a.k.a. camp counselors, to help lead all the activities of summer 
programming. Branchesô staff and AmeriCorps members provided full support, but this employment offered 
our guides with a chance to build their resume, learn employable skills, practice leadership and of course to 
earn some money. 
     Branches understands the value of hiring our youth! Our entire community must come together to support 
our youth and provide them with opportunities to help them grow and achieve long-term success in life.  
Thank you to all the dedicated funders of our Climb youth program for believing in our ability to affect change, 
and most importantly, for believing in our kids. 

 
 
 

                                                        
  

 

 
 
      

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

THANK YOU to all our generous donors for supporting Branchesô programs! 
 

All donors from February 25, 2016-August 31, 2016 are listed at www.branchesfl.org/news/newsletters 
 

A special thank you goes out to our premiere supporters: 
 

Trish & Dan Bell * Shelley & Larry Rutherford* Florida Conference UMC * Helen's Hope Foundation 
* Himan Brown Charitable Trust * Internal Revenue Service * Sandy & Rodney Bell *                   
Kelly Foundation * Miami - Dade County PHCD * Miami-Dade County Public Schools *             
Ocean Reef Community Foundation * Publix Super Markets Charities * The Batchelor                

Foundation, Inc. * The Children's Trust of Miami Dade * United Way Miami-Dade * Volunteer Florida 
















