
WHATõS 
INSIDE 

To serve, educate and inspire 
people through student, family 
and financial stability services  

in partnership with our  
communities.  

Mission Statement:  

If you would like to know more 
about how to donate and/or  
volunteer, please contact us at: 

 305-442-8306 
 info@branchesfl.org 
 www.branchesfl.org 

Get Involved:  
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From Andrew to Irma 
 

Dear Friends, 
 

     Just after the 25
th
 Anniversary of Hurricane Andrew, 

here came Hurricane Irma. For much of our community, 
Hurricane Irma is no longer top of mind. The winds came, 
the waters rose, the storm passed, and then the clean-up 
began. Our power was restored (finally?!). Piles of debris 
are being removed and the trees are sprouting new 
leaves. Now many of our neighborhoods and our lives are 
returning to normal. 
 

     At Branches however, we have settled into a ónew  normalô of sorts in which we 
are back to normal operations while also serving needs that persist in the lives of 
those who are most vulnerable. In the communities in which we serve (particularly 
in South Dade), unemployment has beset so many families whose livelihoods are in 
the hospitality and agricultural industries.  
 

     Here is what Branches has done to date: Immediately after the hurricane and 
after cleaning up our sites, we opened up the Florida City facility to provide 3 meals 
a day, showers, ice, water and simply a place to rest for the community. Our facility 
had power so people came not just to eat but to stay cool and charge their cell 
phones. For five days after the storm, Branches was filled with people from all over 
the community. We provided activities for the children, and adults connected with 
one another. It was a beautiful testimony of why Branches exists in the first place. 
In fact, Branches in Florida City was born out of Hurricane Andrew. 
 

     In that first week after Irma, we received a visit from a CEO of a local foundation 
who was amazed to discover that óeveryone was so happy at Branches.ô Indeed, 
Branches creates community where people are loved and supported and           
consequently are joyful despite the circumstances.  
 

     We are so grateful to be entrusted with generous resources from churches,   
foundations and corporate partners to ensure that people have food and            
emergency assistance while they get their lives back to normal. The Branchesô 
team has been working every day serving hundreds of people addressing their   
immediate needs and working    
toward long term solutions.  
 

     From Andrew to Irma, Branches 
continues to be a beacon of light 
and a place of hope for so many. 
Thank you for being part of the 
Branches community!  
 

With Hope and Gratitude, 
 
 
 

Brent McLaughlin 
Executive Director 

 

  Fall 2017 

Branches students helping to prepare               
Post-Hurricane Irma food and baby care          

relief packages. 
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Branches Happenings  
 

Summer Shade Camp = Fun, Learning & Youth Employment 
 

 Thanks to the generous support from our donors, the 2017 Branches' Summer Shade Camp      
provided a safe, fun and caring environment for a record 406 children this summer! This 7 week-long day 
camp which takes place at each Branches site, allowed our children to practice math and reading through 
exciting lessons and enrichment activities. This helps prevent summer learning loss and ensures that all 
our students are ready for the next grade this school year. Of course our kids also had lots of fun, visiting 
places like Zoo Miami, Biscayne National Park, the Venetian Pool, Everglades Outpost, Miami Children's 
Museum, Ninja Lounge, Kendall Ice Arena, bowling, the movies and more. Our youth were also able to 
enjoy some amazing guest speakers like Mr. Stan Van Gundy, Zaniac and others. 
 In addition, Branches is proud to have employed 37 of our youth this summer to serve as Summer 
Guides (camp counselors) to help lead the activities of summer programming. Branchesô staff and     
AmeriCorps members provided support, but this employment offered our guides a chance to build their 
resume, learn employable skills, practice leadership and earn some money.  
 Branches understands the value of hiring our youth. Our entire community must come together to 
support our youth and provide them with real opportunities to help them grow and achieve long-term    
success in life.  Thank you to all the dedicated funders of our Climb youth program for believing in our 
ability to affect change, and most importantly, for believing in our kids. 

___________________________________________________________________________ 
 

THANK YOU to all our generous donors for supporting Branchesô programs! 
 

All donors from March 13, 2017 -  September 17, 2017 are listed at www.branchesfl.org/news/newsletters 
 

A special thank you goes out to our premiere supporters: 
 

Trish & Dan Bell * Nancy T. Hector * Shelley & Larry Rutherford * Anthony R. Abraham Foundation 
* Florida Conference UMC * The Kirk Foundation * Helen's Hope Foundation * Himan Brown    
Charitable Trust * Internal Revenue Service * Sandy & Rodney Bell *  Kelly Foundation * School 
Board of Miami-Dade County * Ocean Reef Community Foundation * The Batchelor Foundation, 
Inc. * The Children's Trust of Miami-Dade * United Way Miami-Dade * Volunteer Florida 




















